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MANCHESTER STRIKE. 


Chapter I. 

THE WEEK’S END. 

One fine Saturday evening in May, 18—, se¬ 
veral hundred work-people, men, girls and boys, 
poured out from the gates of a factory which 
stood on the banks of the Medloek, near Man¬ 
chester. The children dispersed in troops, some 
to play, but the greater number to reach home 
with all speedy as if they were afraid of the sun¬ 
shine that chequered the street and reddened the 
gables and chimnies. 

The men seemed in no such haste : they lin¬ 
gered about the factory, one large group standing 
before the gates, and smaller knots occupying 
the street for some distance, while a few pro¬ 
ceeded slowly on tlieir way home, chatting with 
one or another party as they went. One only 
appeared to have nothing to say to his compa¬ 
nions, and tp wish to get away quietly, if they 
would have let him. He was one of the most 
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i^sp^tabld looking among them, decent in his 
dresa, and intelligent though somewhat melan-^ 
choly in countenance. He was making hjjs i.way 
without jipeaking to any body, when first one and 
then, another caught him by the button and 
detained him in consultation. All seemed anxious 
to know what Allen had to relate or to advise; 
and Allen had some difficulty in getting leave to 
go home, much as he knew he was wanted 
there. When he had at length escaped, he 
walked so rapidly as presently to overtake his 
little daughter, Martha, who had left the factory 
somewhat earlier. He saw her before him for 
some distance, and obs^ved how she limped, and 
how feebly she made her way along the street, 
(if such St might be called,) which led to their 
abode. It was far firom easy walking to the 
strongest. There were heaps of rubbisTi, pools 
of muddy water, stones and brickbats lying 
about, and cabbage leaves on which the unwary 
might slip, and bones over which pigs were 
grunting, and curs snarling and fighting. Little 
Martha, a delicate child of eight years old, tried 
to avoid all these obstacles; but she nearly 
slipped down several times, and started when 
the dogs came near her, and shivered every time 
the mild spring breexe blew in her face. 

“ Martha, how lame you are to*day V* smd 
Allen, taking her round the waist to help her 
onward. 

•* O father, tny knees have been aching so all 
day, 1 thought I should have dropped every 
moment.^* 



THE week’s £ira« H 

And one would think it Christmas if 
youE looks, cldld, instead of a bright May 

It is very diiU after the iactory,'’ said the 
little girl, her teeth still chattering* Sure the 
weatlm must have changed, father/* 

No: the wind was south, and the sky clmid- 
less. It was only that tlieHhermomet^ bad 
stodd at 75° within the factory. 

1 suppose your wages are lowered as well as 
mine/* said Allen ; ** how much do you brinl^ 
home this week V* 

Only three shillings, father; and some say it 
will bo lees before long, I a)n i^raid motheri^ ’’ 
The weak-spirited child could not say what It 
was that she feared, being choked by her tears* 

Come, Martha, cheer up,’* said her father. 
Mother knows that you get sometimes more 
and sometimes less; and, after all, you earn as 
much as a piecer as some do at the hand^loom. 
Hiere is Field, our neighbour; he and bis wife 
together do not earn more than seven shillings 
a week, you know, and think how much alder 
and Biroiiger they are than you 1 We must make 
you stronger, Martha* I will go with you ,to 
Mr. Dawson, and he will find out what is the 
matter with your knees/* 

By thietime they 4iad reached the foot of the 
stairs which led up to their two rooms in the 
* third story of a large dwelling which was occu¬ 
pied by many poor families. Barefooted cluldren 
were scampering up and down these stairs at 
|day; girls nursing babies sat at various ele« 
vations, and seemed in danger of being kioluM 
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do«rti as often as a druniceii man or an ani^ 
woman . should want to' pass; a tlmg which 
fr^nently happened. Little Mariim lookod tip 
tlie -i»te«p" stairs and sighed. Her father lifted 
carried her. The noises would have stunned 
a stranger, and they seemed louder than usual 
to accustomed eaffi. Martha’s little dog came 
harking and jumping up as soon as he saw her, 
apd this set several babies crying; the shrill 
of a buliinch was heard in the din, and 
Over all, the voice of a scolding woman. 

. That is Sidiy Field's voice if it is anybody’s,’* 
said Allen. It,is enough to make one shift one*B 
)|liattersto have that wcmian within hearing.’*' 

. She is in our rooms, father. I am sure tlie 
nois^ is there; and see, her door is open and 
her room empty,” 

; ; V She need not fear leaving her door open,” 
observed a neighbour in passing. “ There is 
nothing there that anybody would wish to can;y 
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Tt did not answer, but made haste to restore 


‘ peace" in^his own .dwelifng, knowing thlit his wile ^ 
W|iS fat from being a’mutch* for Sally Field. As 
he flungf open the door, the weaker party seemed 
to resign me contest to him: his wife ftank info 
a chair; trembling all^ oVkr. Het fmtr or iive 
littlof 6neS had hidden themselveB where they 
could, under th^ fable, same behind the bM, 

having all been slipped or pushed or buffeted 
by dtkliy f<yr staring at hejr with their thumbs in 
their ^mouths. She was not aware , that Sally 
Field in a passion was a sight to xnnke aiiy one 
stare. 



THIS Blfl). 


Allen carried Martha to a &eati in prepan^t^Q^ 
for laming qu* S>alljr Field and locking 
apdn her, wfajoh meant to do hy main 
if gen|lcr means should fail. 11^ snrpdse M 
seeing Idm* however, and perhaps some degre^ 
of awe of his determined countenance, made Im? 
pause for a moment. 

Whal is all this, wife ?’* inquired Aden. ^ 

I am sure I don’t know* Sally has hem 
rating me and the children this hour past, anf| 
heaven knows what for." 

Sally proceeded upon this to declare a long 
list of oft'ences of which Allen’s family had been 
guilty towards her, and Allen suffered her to go, 
on til) she had exhaust^ her breath* When at 


length bhe lost her voice—a cata&troplie which 
happens sooner or later to all scqldsi^hu took 
up tlie word, 

“ I’ll tell you what, Sally,” said he: I am 
very sorry for >ou, and very much ashamed of 
you, and 1 should be more angry on my Wifa'a 
account than you ever saw tnc if 1 did not know 
yon well, and understand what is at the bottom 
of all this. Beniemher, Sally, I have known 
you and your husband since you were this higli| 
as well as if you had been children of my own* 
Don’t put me in mind haw young you am. 
Don’t make me ttoat you like a child when you 
have taken upon you so early to be a woman* 
Don’t make me call your husband to take ca);n 
of you as if you could not taks oaro of your* 
self,” .n 

** Call him I call him and weloomot if yiM 

n 3 
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cm find idriisdi. Sally* ^ SI 10 W tp 0 yirhete 
he ifti and r|l findbatt^^usa tsm mt tansne 
4 ^ in' scolding’ your mean-spirited «lKo 
IMt Idtoi^ atf it ahe were gfiing'to *die whenever 
#ne epeakfi*^ Go, pray^ cdl my buaband” 

“ Aye, aye: that's the grievance, I see,*^ said 
JUkn. *** Ji^e all have -our grievoacest Sally,' 
land ijtis great folly to natake them wome of/our 
0 Wif accord. Do^you ^expect to tempt yout 
'•Int^apd to stay at home with 3 'ou by scolding 
'’msyou^ were doing just now ?” 

Do you leave your wife for the twenty-four 
liours' together?” cried Sally, Do you msdee 
.y^mimlf drunk vrith your^ast shilling i —and yet 
any man Lad rather see Lis wife jn a passion 
^ now and then tlian Lave her such a poor, puny, 
carying creature as your wife is/' 

Hush, hush, mistress!" jnterruptcfl Allen, 
f will lock the door upon you this moment, 
^ahd^ would have done it before but that you 
w 4 uld raise a mob in the street if 1 turned you 
out/* Sally, you know you have not a friend in 
the world if you quarrel with us, and what will 
you do widi your sore heart then T 
V The poor, creature's passion now dissolved in 
4cars. She threw herself on tiie bed and sobbed 
Jbitlcrly. She was kft to herself fbr ‘some time, 
AHeti produced his week'e^ wages, and settled 
with his wife hOw they should be disposed of, 
and persuaded her to go out herself and make 
the necessaiy purchases, saying that he would 
liiearch for Field and try to him home, 
^ Aitea’s adfi9 sighed, »« 
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■ms shiEX’s wfiB. 

m ttot; afraid to Imlt me hi an ale« 
houBe V 81 ^ he aimlfttg. ^ 

Bfees f&of h&at^ no; t^t 1 'never wee par 
s ever shall 1^: but I was ibinklitg of what yen 
l^aid, that we all liave oar grievances. Here is 
^hree slullings less wages this week.^’ * 

YeSf and another six^nee off j&lail3)a% to^: 
but don^t feet, wife; we must do as others ito, 
piul^ic glad if nothing worse happens* 
poor Martha’s knees before yoqi go Out; fbe \ 
more lame than ever to-*day.^And now, Sally, 
if you will promise me tO *gf> to your own room, 
4inrl stay tlwrc UH 1 bring^ your husband hadr, 
and if you will give me your word to keep' the 
peart* with him whatever he may have heenm>ing, 
k will go and search him out, and sec what I can 
do to make him behave better to you,” ' ♦ 
Sally promised to keep the peace, but hep^ged 
to stay and take care of the children till their 
^motlier should return. Seeing however that 
Marilia looked up beseechingly in her father’s 
fao€% and that the little ones clung to febeir 
mother’s a]iron, she cursed herself for ha^ng de« 
served that they should be afraid of her, imd van 
down to bolt herself into her own room and re* 
cover her composure as she might; 

As there was no fire, and as Martha was very 
discr<^t for her years, the patents promised the 
children to lock them up, that no scold might 
come and terrify them while they had to me 
care of themselves, Martlm wa^ advilsed to hit 

il^ 

Btfl], and her bulfincli was taken down from ‘tfte 
window and placed beside her to he fed^iTHi 
watered; the other little things promised to be 
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#094. nai tielf Mm md mtftkm w(wl» IN)^ 
009 ^ the Spte^d'J^a^lA'Md the tMh«r to the 

iperheii, , * . 

> It leq^oiied jifit great leg^ity to pro{dteey 
Field would he foead at the 3tHreaa>£jigle, He 
mied liis exQtwtioM a little, according to timef 
attd eeas^i; but tbew wlu> fcnew hia wajraoould 
Mllily gueee at whuih w hie haunts he might hd 
mmeoted when mueing from home. When ha 
eiQa out before getting to hia loom in the mom* 
i»*t or ftftor leaviug it iato at night, he gi^emUy 
^pped only to the dram-shop, for a glass of 
to warm him for his work, or to settle him to nia 
6loe|^ as his pretence was: but when he liad 
finished his piece and got his he felt himself 
at liberty to go to the Spread-Eagle and ha^o a 
carouse, foom which he relumed in the dark, 
sometimes reeling on his own legs, sometimes car- 
rjad on otlmr men's shouiders, This habit of drinks 
ing bad grown upon him with frightful rapidityw 
Vhp hadf a year before, been described by his 
emtoyers as a steady, well-behaved lad. I}e 
him fiulen in love with Sally aod married her in 
a hunry, found her temper disagreeable and his 
home uncomfortable, trjed in vain to keep her in 
ord^, and thiui» i^ving ujp all hope, took to 
drinking, and woum not tolerate a word of re- 
mpiistii^ firom any one old imnd 

Alien, 

There were more ouatomm this evening at |ho 
S^ead-Eagle than was usual even on Saturdays, 
was warmly wefoomed as Jm entered, ror 
an aupi^Bed he came to keep company with 
eompanians from the same factory. Almost 




l4iE weed’s eki>« 


present jvetE ranners and pDVitsr*Woitt wcavore 
nnifer tb^ drm or Mottixner and Rowe ; and 
occasion of their assembling in greater nttmbers 
than usual, was the reduction of wages which Imd 
that clay taken place, Boom^was made for 
Allen as soon as he appeared, a pipe and pot of 
porter called for, and he was welcoteed to tbeilf 
consultation. But Allen looked round instead 
of taking his seat, and inf|uired for Field. 
landlord pointed to a corner where Fielc^ lay ,iikii4 
drunken sleep under a bench. ' * ' ’ -‘f 

** Let him lie,” said one. ** He is too fejT golte 
to be roused.” i ^ ^ 

“What concern is it of} ours?” cried ati other. 
“ Come and listen to what Clack was ftaying;’^ » 
“ You sliirked us in the street,” said a mird: 
“ now we have jpaught you, we shall not let yoti^ 
go,*' * ^ 

The landlord being really of Opinion tKld' 
Field had better lie where he was for an hoar or 
two, Allen sal down to hear what was going oni 
Clack turned to him to know what their intilli*^ 

u 

ters deserved for lowering their Wages. ’ * • 

That depends upon circumstances/* replied 
Allen. “ i3e they much to blame or little, some*-' 
tWiig must be done to prevent a fturlher reduetiotf, 
or many of us will be ruined.” 

^ Shake hands, myime feHowf* cried Clack. 
“ Tliat was just what we had egreei It is ti Ae 
such tyranny was put down, and we can puf it 
down, and we will/^ ^ ♦ 

“ Gently, gently,” said Alien. Ho\vdoytW 
think of putting it down 
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** Whf bol ^ iM >wi|i0 k 

the nioit lof t tjpi^ l^6ii k»y 

take wiEMiiKg^it ia too late? We have 
nothing Id do but ti04igiree.^* 

Mo easy mkiter eometimes, friend.*' 

§tuiF! svO'iiave agreed be^re ti^On a less 
ik^casion, and wheti tHere was danger m it. Had 

we our coinbinationB» when^oombinatSon 
Was against the^ law ? and sHall not we have 
tkeiii again now dtat the law hk w alone ? 
^idl We be bold in the day of danger and shrink 
WliiBii that day is over?” 

‘ Well, well, neighbour: I said nothing about 
heing afraid. What would you have us agree 

to dor 

^ To root out Messrs. Mortimer and Rowe. 
'£va^ nian in our union must be sworn not to 
%ii^r their gates; and if this does not frighten 
the nn^terp and make them more reasonable, 1 
don't know what will.*' 

' ^nd if instead of being frightened^ the 
lAaiiters unite to refrise us work till we give up 
our tiitand against Mortimer and Rowe^ what are 
we to do then r 

To meaeufu our strength a^nat theirs, to 
be sum. You know they oan*t oo without us,” 

** Ndr we ri^thout them; and where both par¬ 
tly am so necessary to each other, it is a |>ity 
fhey'shouM^&U out.*' 

A jdty I Ho be sutfe It is a pjty; but if 
the tnai^tere drive us to it, tim blame rests with 

I hope,” said a timid4odkmg man, Hare by 
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who Ms whsUk 

rileHti ^ I# i«i»i|isbbigf toftdlirlliBft to 
** 1 hiyp^i fielgMit^i y^u wttt 0iinli\ wtot 

are about before you meiftdim » #ltik4 Tv^ veiM 
enough of trikes* I had irnitor see my ^itoidten 
on the pari«h than strike/’ 

Clack looked disdainfully ^ hinif a:lld said k tret 
well that tome dove-like folks tod not to manag^jl 
fight against the eagle. For hiS part) be thot^^ 
any man ought to be proud of the boinotur of mak¬ 
ing a stand against any oppression} and thitka 
had rather» for his own storey tove the lfomji^ d( 
the Union Committee tlW wear Weltinglmi^i 
star. Would not his friend Aton say foe ftsine ? 

No. Allen agreed with Hare so far as fokik<« 
ing that there could be few worse ^ evils than a 
strike ; but at the same tiine^ it was an evil wbicb 
might become necessary in certain cases* Wbm# 
convinced that it was necessary in defei^f of the 
rights of the working-man^ lie would |Cto4n it 
Iteart and hand; but never out of sptfe or re« 
vcnge,—never to root out any master breafoini;^ 
-^So many agreed ip this opinion, that Clamt 
grew more eager than ever in defending hirOi^ 
and blaming foe masters in question. 

“ Dare any one say/' he cried, “ that the Day 
of Algiers himself is a greater tymt than Mor¬ 
timer would be if he dared ? Does not to look 
as if he would trample us under foot if to could f 
Does not lie smile with contempt at whatever ‘h 
said by a working-man? Does not to spn^ 
every complaint, and laugh at every threat 
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i£ b& kitii^ 

ii&sS|4^^ tot^ilakie, it hmmt mbh hk pide I** 

; *" All tr^r^iadct m ^very "t^ody knows that 
work^ for Slortim^r; but^— 

“ AmJ as for Rovwj/' interrupted talker, 
he is worse, if possible, in bis way/' 

“I don't , know,'' said Hare, doubtfully^ 
Mr. Rowe came and talked very kindly 
with me.*' 

m 

Aye, when he had some purpose to |mswer. 
We are all, ej^cept you, Hare, wise enoupfh t 9 know 
what Rowe’s pretty japeeches mean. You should 
follow iiim to Uie neat masters* meeting, man, 
and hoar how he alters his tone with lirs com¬ 
pany. The mean-spirited, shuSlinj^ knave !’* 

Welb well, Clack; grantin^^ that Mortimer 
is tyrannical and Rowe not to be trusted,—that 
does not alter tike caae about rooting them out. 
To make the attempt is to, acknowledge at tlie 
outs^ mat the object of pur union is a bad one: 
it will fill the minds of the operatives with foul 
passions and provoke a war between masters and 
men which will end in the destruction of both. 
Whenever we do strike, Jet it be in defence of 
our own rights, and not out of enmity to indivi¬ 
duals among our employers.” 

Clack muttered something about there being 
shufflers among the men as well as the masters; 
to which Allen replied vthat the way to make 
shu|B&rs was to ut^ intinudatton. The inore 
wisdom ^and moderation tliere was in the pro¬ 
ceedings of any body of ine% the better chance 
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wa« a sieiiitM fei^t ia vkw <^; laleiK^s ^ tha 


wa9 a i^ieiiitM fei^t ia vkw laleiK^s ^ tha 

body of opemtives, he would be foiM teadjr^ 
do and to aaoifice his sliftret bat as eooB as it 


should set to work on odier objeetSy he should 
withdraw at all risks^ 


. Before he had done speakings the attentioB of 
his companions was called joff b/ an unexpected' 
addHion to their com}>any. Music had been 
heard gradually approaching for some mttkUtos^' 
and now the niusicuin stood darkening iKe doo^; 
and almost deafening the people within with tho ' 
extraordinary variety of soandadie produced. An« 
enormous drum was strapped across his body > 
a Pan's pipe employed his mouth, apd bis hiU» 
w^iih a }>ointed crown and a broad brim, 
garnished with bells. A little girl, fantastically^; 
dretsed, performed on Uie triangle;, and daniee^^ 
and collected- halfpence from, the by^tolidefS;i^ 
While the musician played a jig, jerkinglids head 
incessantly from side to side, nobody thought of 
looking particulariy at him; but when he turned ^ 
to the company within doors and set his litrie^ 
coiii|>anion to sing in his playing 


"Should auld acquaintance be forgot^” 


soveml of Ute debaters began to fancy titat they 
knew tliC face and figure of the musician. 
is—yesy it cettohtly is Bray! ** said one jlo 
another; and many a hand was hekl out 

thought you Were notdikely to 1^; * 

acqiiwntance# ^yen if titey come in a 







in4iIi mm m fimonim of 
Tozini^i^ He }nil kii hel on 

Alleh*t head^ idi^ped the strap (rf hie drum over 
€i!aek*e shotiyenift and gave tte ^magle to 
Haro* 

Come,” eaid he, let tis have a concert It 
is my turn to aee apinnefi turn atroUera* Cmne, 
Allen, shake yonr bead, man, and bt u$ bear 
what comes out of 

** How we have wondered,” exclaimed Allen, 
^whal had become of you and yours! Is that 
|iO0r little Hannah that used to be so delicate?” 

•« 'Hie same that your good wife nursed 
through tlie measles. Slie would hardly know 
her now.” 

Allen shook his head. 

•* Ah, I see what you mean,” said Bray. 
^Ycm had rather see her covered with white 
cotton flakes than with yellow ribands; but 
Vemendler H is no fault of mine that she is not 
still a piecer in yonder factory; and I don’t 
know that I need call it my misfortune any moTO 
than my fault. Look how strong and plump she 
is! so much for living in the open air, instead of 
being mewed up in a place like an oven. Now, 
don’t take off the hat on purpose to shake your 
head. What can a man do——” and io<wing 
round, he appealed to the company, wpmt can 
a proecribcd man do but get his living, so as not 
to have to ask for work V* 

A loud elai^ng and shuffling of fhe 

answer to bta ^ueation* The ^oiie hatf roused 
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iSm 4S0lMr» 

sdf wm lo Ite Ui^ 

gat iu» h 0 M «ho nould au^ of Itie Wmf df ^ 
snnokf^, aiateg wbom im lM»ax Imd been ^i0 
well tee^lod. ^ Men toee to gOi kwing some 
hope tlifti Held miglit be safely set on me le^ 
again by this time. He asked Bray whether Ka 
meant to etay ip the neighbonritoodi and where 
he wotiid lodge. 

^‘You must Btay/^ cried one, ^^and jplaj^ lt 
tune before your old mastm^ 

You must slay/’ said anomef^ andena how 
we manage a strike now-a-days/^ 

“A strike! Are you going to to your 
strength again ? You will make me wisp 1 was 
one of you still; but 1 can head the marcJl> 
Slay ? i'^es, Til stay and lead you on to victory. 
Hurra! Ill go recruiting with my drum* FU 
manage to meet Mortimer, when 1, have a pno« 

cession a mile long at my heels 1^ 

You lay by your drum mi Sundays, I sup¬ 
pose?*’said Alien. ‘ r|, 

Yes, yes. We k^p within and Wdm our 
rest on Sundays. It is as great a treat to m Jto 
sit within doors all day once a week, as it h 
to some other folks to get' into the green maa- 
dows. If the landlord can give us lodging, 
you will find us here in the morning, Ailen^^ ^ 
Let Hannah go home with me, Bray, ;{ 

know toy ^ ^ 

hear her story, and this is no place tor a child. 
If I can rouse yon sleeper, I wilb 
send my Wife with a cloak or sometnti^ 

c 2 
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■ ^ temd te- 

awrfaiir m a.fitter 4bm « publican^” 

jjway M* «ri^vely looking at his i^ld iw a 

^ luomnt^ dteo ata^d op, saying that 

he would undemke to couse tivewitoraer. ' Blow- 

" j 1“P® ®*“*® H *»« e»* made htm 

and a rub-a^ub on, tlie drum woke him uo 

effectually: so that was able, cross ond 

raserable, to crawl homewards with tile help<of 

i i® ‘P"‘ i**" w'f**. 

with the indistinct dread in his mind of a terrible 

le^e as somiM he should be in a condiUoo to 
listen to It. „ 


^ y 


( 

, ClUilyPTER Ik 
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CHUiD’S GOSSIP. 


t *, *- 


7 W ^ ^ rt 

’ Much, bBsiness was transacted at the Spteifd- 
fiagle on the Sunday by the Committee of the 
tmioB. itiWas the general opinion that a creat 
sBM^a between makers, and, men was on the 
eve ^^tekmg place,.anji measures wore tuloi^ 
icr ffndii^ ^ what was the disposition offdie 
pperrtiTO spmners respecting a general strike, if 
TO eimliaation qf wages was not to be obtained 
»y owetneans. It bad been agreed on lEe Satar- 

, y twenty-five members of the Unibn 

Miottia employ, (be Suwbiy ui obtf^ng the 





slsoHld turn outi it^dm ol op]MW^iW ftidp 
mwtgiti. Qp^tt ,iMiwtv*^v« tBmi «vis to 
in tlieir l^da (m dier wtde%f 

the aUdr sWiRM^F pediH^, « petiliw jfiii 
lo he addressed .to the inairttoir for # ^hlic niato' 
ing, at wWch »b equalhK»|toHof ftag^ wfi to hh 

^igrei^dofis ‘ . 'A 

Clad: was somewhat aJ^ a kms how to 
lion hts own business, and £ba|of otbef 900|l^ 
on this pecBsion. Having^ 
pf bis own powers of persua^n$ and bi^«g #ow^ 
fident of bis knowledge of biw« be wanted be 
everywhere at once, and to guide adl the mave- 
mculs of the pcpple he emjdoyefb^ Aa this was 
impossible, liowever, he j^houghf; it bast to 
remain in some known pla^e of appowl 
parties might emne to him for dnWicm and 
information. lie therefore sat at the Spiead^o 
Eagle ail day, big yfhh importance, aim disr 
satisiicd only because his underlings could npt 
he about their business abroadi (Mid Itstoi^g w 
him at the same time* ^ i 

The Allens knew nothing pf what was .going 
forward. Mrs. Allen was so full of iptei^ept gild 
mmosity about little Hannah Bray, tbal^ ^ h|id 
no thoughts to bestow on public affabrs, is t|lh 
transactions of tlm Union were commonly cnM* 
Her husband' had gone early inter the 
wifli Bfay^ this.d^^y dmst like otherAp^^ 
visit imme ii^atipiis of the 1^0 m H# 

know iShat had bec^m him tdter h^ hiM 

0 3 





4 ^ some iSew mode of 

iiig o^vellSooA. * ** i, 

litQe Heim&Ii tlepi t 31 ‘Ihl^ suO ms high 011 
ibe Sunday mOimmgii^ and mif^iit haVe ides^ 
lon.goi'y if Mfs. A)]eii had nol /eaar^ sliawputd 
not ^et breakfiMf' o^r in time fof chufch; 
Hacg^ uunped >fOp «. 4 irith tho'eaeuae that the 
was so quie^ *ere was nothing. wake 
"'her ^ 

Indeed !” said Mrs. Allen. “ Wo think the 
clnidten and the neighbours make a (treat deal 
of noise; but I suppose you sleep in public- 
houses for the iQOst partV* 

Hannali observed that ix^ople call so loud for 
what they want ia pubUc-lioiacs, and they care 
so little for hours, that there is no knowing wlien 
you may sleep quietly. 

** Have you no other frock than that, my 
dear?*' ask<^ Nr^^ Allen, I ^^uppose you go to 
church on Sunday^i, and you cannot jvossibly go 
in all tho^ gay ribands/’ 

** 6 po,** smd Hanmalv ** I have a dark frock 
Sundays, and a straw bonnet; hut they are 
in father’s pack, and 1 suppose that isi. at the 
Spread’^Eagk/’ ^ 

“ And he is gong into the country for the 
day. Well, you must cliange with Martha when 
church time comes. P 6 or Martli^ has but one 
tidy frock ; but she is 1 00 lame to ^ out tc^day, 
evein as far m tUe apothecary V; a»^ I sure 
she will lead you her frock ftnd tippet to go to 
church in.’* *', 



f. Marrtyi vm tJjtd, Mbit bud 

mi' li«^r dt<^ tUbanoi^ ffanniilc^b jr^a%o&k 

with fellow kimihbgft. HanniAf bli^tod t};^ 
sh^ lj£Utld ^iko to l^iih ’ jEiibttba'att 

day ; and the i)|eilliei^%eethg VarAttfji ‘ 

, |deashre fi^ tbe^pi^peet of a j^eotiaipanic^ ani^ 

^uree of her bwn age* lefe Ihe^ fitfcli ia^ 
amuse ^epiaelves, While f^lii^ took tile yooilgef 
ebillJren lo^church with her ds usual. 

“ Father says he lieard yt>u sing last htgWh’^ 
said Marilm w'bon they were left alonet Wijl 
you sing to me ?** 4 * 

“ I am so tired of singing ^ pleaded Hatmali. „ 
1 don't know many songSf and I sing them 
so very^' oftchf Won^t that bird do as well? 
Ldt me get down the cage, may I T* ‘ 

Yes, do, and we will give him some water, 
poor fellow! He is my bird, and I feed him 
day. Somebody that could not afford to keep 
bini sold him to father, and father gave ht|a to 
me. Had you ever a bird?* 

‘*No, but I hud a monkey oncfe. 
wont away, father got a mohlcey,'*ahd I'used to 
lead hint about with a string; but 1 was^^^ldl 
vHbhn we had done with mm, he tva^ so Inis-’^ 
chievous. Look here how h« tore my aitS 
day, wl»cn somebody had put him in a pulsion 
with giving him empty nutshells/* ’ ' ’ 

“ What a t^rraile place l^^'said Martha. 
it loticinVettihg well F 

“ NoV wher tot an njxAbetifesy t 6 
aM H «eon gtft ^11 * ' 

“ Mt bmet ii going to ahertr my^kneto to 

ft 
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ibi^ 

** O, 1 ^ mbe vijHi lo ai^e 

Itttllbly wKea f walii^ ite 

iwbeels all day/' « „ 

But yours |jie^ tte^^ so faflSl as tnine^ or I 
am sufb fm could uot lance a!mut m you do/’ 

^ **Ko not so liadt%> be 8ure« iiiiUs 

were never so shriinl: away as yours. my 

ilisn is tudce as big as yours/’ 

I #cmder wbat’s the reason/* sighed Martha. 

Mother says | get tiiinner and thinner/’ 

♦< You should have meat for dinner every day 
as I have/* said Hannah, ‘*and then you would 

f row fat Hhe me. Father gets such good 
inners for us to what we used to have. He says 
’tis that, and being in the air so much that pro* 
vents my being sickly, as I used to be. I don’t 
think 1 could do the work that I used to do with 
all that noise, ahd the smell of Oil, and the heat,” 
And 1 am sure I could not sing and imc^ 
9 A you do/’ 

^ ** No, how should you dauce when you arc 
so lame ^ 

And } don’t think f can sing at idl/’ 

Come, try, and I will «ng with ymi. Try 
God save the king/’* 

is Sunday,” said Martha graV'b] 

‘‘Well, I thought peoi^e 
|vd the kmg^ on Sundays, I have heirS father 
►ky it onlhedrum, jdst before SmOld 
fbu know the CHd Hundred.” ' ' ^ 


i 
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bud beardt ibis byrnii^tm 
and, sbe tried t© eiiig;it t but burst out 

alaUKhiug, , " ; 

“Lofd! Martha, you* voice h l%e a little 
tmtteriug bhnd^s. Can*! you open your mouldi 
and sing this way V* a,, 

*‘No, I canV[ said Martba, quite out of 
breath 4 and besides, Uauitabi you idiouid net 
say ‘ Loid V. Father and jnoMier ^ever let uaaay 
those sort of words/*. ^ , 

‘"Nor jny father either. He k more 
with me for tbat^ than for'anvibing; but it ehpa 
obi somehow; and you woidd not wond^if you 
knew how ©(ten l,bear pe^fde say tba^ and many 
uprse things,” > , , . , . , . 

“ Worse things arid Martha, looking 
curioub., ' ^ 

yes; njuch wor^ things; but I am no4 
going to tefl yoM they ate, because fibber 
made me promise Opt to tell you abou|; at^ of 
the bad peoj)le that I have heard swear and seen 
Was ypur father ever tipsy T ; “ ^' 

** Not tl»at I know of; * but our; nerghbo(||r 
Flpld is oft^ tipsy. ^ Fam afeaia every day 
he will tqpple downjitairs.'* . / * 

My father.was tipsy oJi^ Hann^. 
“ and he beat me sq, you can’t think.” 

When ? Lately r 

“ No, just after we began to stroll. Thougi 
it is s^jong ago, I renfember it very well, tot 
was n^yer frighienai i|^ my life, I did %ft 
know wk©re .to |^o V> get away j ai^ 

people pushed him about and Iqugl^ at.me 
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lirkora mate I cried. I asked him aftemrards 
not to get tipsy any more^ and he said iie never 
would, and he never has. It was only because 
we had got more money that day than we ever 
got in a day before: but it soon went away, for 
when father woke the next morning, his pocket 
was quite empty/' 

And did you soon get some menre money?'’ 

“ O yes; we get some every day except Sun¬ 
days. I carry the hat round everv time we stop 
fo play, and 1 always get some hal^ence and 
sometimes a silver sixpence.” 

Ah! then, you get a great deal more than I 
do, Hannah. I brought home only three shih 
lings this week.” 

I take much more than that, to be sure; but 
then it is my father’s earning more than mine. 
His great drum sounds further and brings more 
people to listen than my triangle.” 

Is your triangls here ? I wish you would 
teach me to ^lay,*^ said Martha. “ Now do. If 
you will, I will ask mother to show us the pic¬ 
tures in giand&ther's bible when she comes 
home.” 

Hannah had been very fond of these pictures 
when she was fecoverihg from the measles; and 
this bribe and her goodnature together overcame 
her disgust at the instrument she had^ to blay 
every day and almost alf day long. 8he induiged 
herself with a prodigious yawn, and then began 
'^her ieseon. When Mrs. Allen came back, she 
found the bulfinch piping at his loudest pitch to 
the a(^mpanimeiit of the triangle, fiatmah 
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screftmmg tier ingtruoiboft to lier new 
poor palefaoei}^ bttlo jMaitlm fiiislied wim flatierv 
and wit}i the idea of earoiog ii gteai i»a»f 
silver sixfmncea every day if her lather woi^ lf| 
lier omke music in the streets instead of going to 
thefactory* 


t 
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CRAfTSK III. 

, a 

ilO UNIOK OF MASTERS, 

t 

The achievements of tlie tiv^nty-five who can¬ 
vassed for support during Sunday were such as to 
put Clack into high spirits* The list of names with 
aignaiutes or marks annexed, amounted to several 
thousands; and if the orator had been allowed 
to have his own way, he would have proelaimed 
war against the masters at once, and the turn-out 
would have begun on the Monday morning: but 
there were a few sol>erer folks than himself eii* 
gaged in Uje consultation; and these tmiled at 
his brag of the many thousand pounds tlj^t 
would pour in from Leeds, Coventry, Liverpool| 
Glasgow, and other places, and insisted tij^n 
offering the masters the option of a pea^dblo 
agreement before anjr measures edP oppoaitidn 
were taken* 

Clack retoried thi^ these men were afeakl etf 
their wives, and dedared that thdy might vtait 
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k»Bg for « strike if it was,.necessary to refrain till 
the women voted for it, since there was never a 

w^odid not hate a turn-out as she 
would the plague^ 

TUb obwvarioti called forth some jokes at his 
expense, for Clack was known to be engaged to 
be married, and it was thought he s]:>oke from 
awkward experieridC. In 4;he eagernesB of de¬ 
fence, ke.«,went a step toiFfar. He asked if it was 
likely, knowing the dtspoaiiion of ihe^women on 
this subject, that he shoiifd consult any woman 
breathing as to the part bo sliould take, or pro«> 
voke opposition from any female tongue, or care 
for it if he should hajppen to meet witli it. These 
w'ords were, as he might have expected, carried 
to the ears which' should never have heard them, 
and prevented his next meeting with his betrothed 
from being the pleafantest in the world. While 
a Sturm was brewing at a distance ni consequence 
of his indiscreet boast, Clack made himself very 
merry wdth those who were less bold than him¬ 
self, . . . * 

Where is Hare to*-day ? Henpecked, I 
warrant Did not he promise faithfully to be one 
of the twesty-dve ; 

*'* Yes, *aud he i$ no where to be founds” said a 
neighbour. * 

But I Wonder, Clack, you troubled ^your^lf 
4o take a ^ promise ^ from such a shiUy-*BliaMy 
fellow ast Hare. His being ntarrii^ Ims nothing 
to do with it: he was never in |be same tulnd 
for an hour togetlmr from his youth 
How did he get married men f ’ 
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tketo was aaotlief and a ateadi^ i^p4 
.Qoitcamed in ikat;^p3NMib^, you. know: not that 1 
mean any 1mm agaln9t iua wife }> dffO ndld 
as she is sensible. I only mean that hex 
ment strengthens his when they have wet 
together,? ^ 

“ Then I suppose she does like Aeidea of 
a strike, any better than the dthcr womens and 
persuades him not to come f* ^ ^ . 

‘‘More likely she knows nothing or it If 
there is one thing,ratlier than atn^ier that Hare 
is-afraid of,it is oombhiation. That im{:srikm- 
mcnt of bis father under theditLconib]uailio|).iam 
made hitd a coward for life; and there is no use 

^ ' V 

in telling him that the law leaves us4o manage 
our own business now- as long as wo keep the 
peace/' . ' 

“ fje dqies, indeed, make - a pitiful figure 
between Ids dread of belonging to. the Union 
and Ids horror-of being left out. But why do we 
waste our breath upon Idm^ Who lias »em 
Alien to-day, and Why does he not come ? Wo 
shall countvlHs modesty for backwardness 4f he 

docs not take care/' ? *' ^ 

/• 

Don’t bo in a hurry to blame a better xna^ 
than yourself,” said" a neighbour, AJien-has 
been in tl>e country allday/’ .. ' 

’ There was no ofteuce in such a oompstison;, 
for Aden was'generally looked up to as tho^ hrst 
man in Uiat b^nch pf the UnioUi^hough lie was 
so little awiire of his own merits that he did not 
come forward so much as lie should have 4one, 
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PH iitfent «>0ea«i0i)^ $ and then hb never 
to do all that Wat eapeeled of him* 

Wh^ the pelMon to maeters to hold a 
mhlib meeting traa prepared^ and when Glack 
had appoint himself and two others to earry it 
TQ^nd the next day, the Committee terminated 
their prl^sent sitting* 

The Hmt iimi to which the deputies addressed 
their petition was that of Mortimer and Rowe. 

“ Are tlie partners at home ?*^they inquired, 

V I don't know whether Mr^ Mortimer is here 
vet, but there is Mr. Rowe* Shr! Mr* Rowe 1" 
called tlie clerk, as he saw the japior partner 
making bis escape, “ these men wish to speak 
with yon, sir, if you please.’' 

Mr. Rowe> perceiving that h<5 had been seen, 
came forward to be spoken witij. 

“ A public meeting,—equalisation of wages, 
—aye, very fair! hum! very well, my good 
feitows. Well: what do you want me to do?" 

To give your voice in favour of this public 
meeting,” 

u Wljiy, you know you have a good friend in 
me. You surely cannot anticipate any difficulty 
with me. i am a friend of j>eacej you know. 
No man more so.” 


Aye, sir: but there is more tlmn one sort 
of peace. The masters have called it peace when 
they had all their own way, and their men were 
cqwed by the law and dared not openly resist. 
The men call it peace when the two parties have 
confidence in each othesr, and make a cordial 
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agreemsiftl,^ mi toep to k, Utii k whal we ^tfrmt 
at t^e preset time«^ 

So «ftld Oibsoti, whose tam It was to be 
spokesman; but Clack eimld not holp putting in 
biB word. 

And if either party refuses peace, you know, 
sir, the next thing is war.” 

O, no war!” said Mr. Bowe. A cof^^bd 
agreement, as you say, is the right llitlig. 
for this pilose you wish Ibr a ^biic meeting. 
Well; I shall be Ml^y to attend 0 public meeting, 
if-, 

“ We are hkppy to find you so agreeablor sir. 
Will you just si^ for self and partner, if you 
please.” 

Sign ! I see no signatures.” 

** Because you happen to bo the first person 
we have applied to, sir; that is all. We hope 
for signatures plenty before the day is over. 
Will you please to sign, as you approve of the 
meetingj” 

Mr. Rowe suddenly recollected that he mUst 
consult his partner wno sat in a back room. IHie 
men had not to wait l6ng. The junior partner, 
indeed, did not appear again, but Mr. Mortimei^ 
issued forth, looking not a whit less haughty^ 
than usual. He begged the deputies would make 
the best of their way off liis preihises, as he had 
nothing to say to tnem. 

What were his sentiments respecting themeet'^ 
ing, if (hey might inquire ? 

His sentiments wefe, that the masters Imd been 
far too tolerant already of the complaints of the 
men ; and that it was time the lower orders were 

JD 2 
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tonght their proper plaoe. He had lueither lei-^ 
6 iire nor inclinatioif to arg^ with any of them, 
either there or elsewhere; so the sooner they took 
themselves off the better, \ . * 

‘‘You may live to change yoW sentiments, 
sir,** observed Gibson, ** 

“ Beware of threats said Mr, Mortimer. 
Inhere is law yet for the punishment of threats, 
remember/* 

“ I have neither forgotten llie law, Mr, Mor¬ 
timer, nor used threats. I sat#, and I say again, 

! rou may live to change your sentiments; and, 
or your own sake, it is to be Ifbped you will. 
Good morning, sir/’ 

“ He is too busy even to wish us good morn¬ 
ing,** obser\'ed Clack. **• How coolly be looked 
over the letter he took from his clerk,if we 
were not worth attending; to for a moihent!” 

Haughty as he is,’* said Gibson, “ I would 
sooner bejir with his pride than Rowe’s behaviour 
or ElKott'a/* 

They ate young men, Gibson, and Mortimer 
k old, mid we w^ould sooner bear with kn old man’s 
mistakes^ titan a young man’s, be they what Uiey 
"mayI Where next? To Elliail’a?^* ’ 

* Yes, we are sure of being ill-treated there ; 
so the sooner it is over the better.*^ 

As they appNladhed Mr. Elliolfs house,* they 
perceiv^ that gefitlcman mounted on his favour¬ 
ite bimtet, dnd'in the act of jeaving his ow'ii 
door. He was too tnuch oocupied with fiis own 
affairs to sec th^ comihg, for the mostf mpor- 
tant part of his morning’s business Was setting 
off for Life ride; and he had eyes for little else 
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^hile he wcn^adixiking fhe peliBh of hie ho 0 i«« 
adjii 9 ti»g ^19 aettling^fhe tkiris of ^ 

ooEl, imo pelting his hovae’e neek^^ Cteok urea 
pot the mm fior ceremony; he cinx^ straight up 
before th^ home, and laid j»e band on thf ^4- 
some nej¥ rein, saying, “,By your ieaye» sir—** 
Hands off/‘ cried Effiottysgiving him^ a cat 
across the knuckles with his riding- ifow 

dare you stop me ? How dare you ^i^dle nry 
rein with your greasy ffngers V* 

How would you get sudi a rein, I 
sir, if we did. not grease our ffngers in ye^ 
service?'* said CInch, indighantly. 

‘‘ I’m in a hurry/* said Eliiott; ycm ea|i speak 
to tlie people within, if you want any thing/* 

We wiU not detain you, sir/* said Tayiqr, 
who was now spokesman, but nobody but 
yourself can answer our question; * And he told 
t|ae story in a few words, and put the petition 
into the gentleman*8 hands. 

Elliott glanced his eye over it as well as tlkC 
restlessness of his horse would permit, and then 
struck il contemptuously with his riding* whip iid^ 
the mud, awpre tliat that was the popey plime 
for such a piece of insolence, rode up apainai ^ 
men, and pranced down the street without iie» 
stowing another look or word upon them# 

Pride comes before ^ full; the guttle- 
man take care of himself/^ said Gibson, ifuietly 
picking up the petition and wiping off imid 
with his Iiandkercluef > • 

Clack talked ehput using his greai^ Ingem ^ 
cram the soiled petition doiivn the gei#^a^*s 
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and« aeepiad disposed to Aaranpie tlio 
Upghing bystanders; but bis mere prudent com- 

S nions took diim by the anri and led him away. 

r. Elliott’s Olerk, who had seen tlie whole, pror 
oeeding frotn Un upper window, and was^ashamed 
of his master’s condupt, came after them, out of 
breath, to ask theda inr wbHe he copied the peti- 
-tion, which was r^ot, as he^bserved, fit ta sp^w 
to kny other gentlemaafi Gibson thanked 'him 
for his dvility, but observed that the soiled pajier 
would tell part o^ tlieir story better than they 
could tell it themselves# Tlie cletk, therefore, 
slowly returned, saying to hini#el( that It is a piiy 
when young men, coming to a large foHuna ob¬ 
tained in trade, forget by whose means their 
wealth was acquired, and by what tenure it is held. 

After visiting several manufacturers, some of 
whom were more and others less favourshJe to their 
claims than thcyexpectol, the dcpUlies requested 
an interview v^ith Mr. Wentworth. Mr. Went¬ 
worth had been rich as a young mpn^ had failed 
Uirowgh unavoidable misfortunes, and bad worked 
his way up again to a competences; after havittg 
paid cv^^ry shilling he owed. He was now an 
elderly jn&nv homely in his person, somewhat 
' slw^ealy in his dress, not much given to talk, 
and, when he did speak, causing some Surprise 
and^weariness t 0 atran^|m ;:6 by the drawHPgtwang 
^ his speech. Those.irho knew him well, how¬ 
ever; h^ rather hear his voice than any music; 
and such of his men as belonged to the thfiion 
^rced that tcai wtnrds from him were worth a 
speech of an hour long from Clack. Ttiere was, 



NO viiiON.oc. Hjtvrsfts. 

to be sure, ¥io«i^ced for words^from idin 

as frpm jO%er pople, (6r be prd<!itised^ ^ gr^at 
variety of inarticulate sounds, the iircaitin^^..O^ 
>vbid|^ was well, wjiderstood by^ibose aceustomad 
io converse i|bh him, ^nd served all tlie purposes 
of a reply, . ^ ^ ^ ,»• ^ 

Mr. Wentworth was sitting at his desk pdieti 
tlie deputies were introduced^ As they Unoovared 
their lieads and jmade their bow, sonfer^mOV^ 
ings and ckitterings r^tmbed Hliem whlo^ they 
uuderstdod as a wlcome*;.. He looked steadily at 
them from under his si^ag^ eyebrows while they 
explained their business, ^id then took the pe¬ 
tition to look over. , - . . ^ 

Voa can hardly have any paper^ioakers in 
your Union,** said he,, chuckling as ho unfolded 
the sheet; “ or are you saving your pence against 
a strike, that you can’t aff(wd paper as fair as 
your writing 't ** \ 

‘‘ Aye, aye wait a \Vhilc and you will see hhn 
grow wisest :Was his observation on hearing the 
story of ElBoU’s iusoJenca “ We were all boys 
before %wo were .men,—’Hum :—equalizatiorj.— 
Who j^ill auouch that this e(j[Uuli 2 atio|i is all 
you want?” - j - . ; • , 

“ I, sir,” said the ev^r-rcady; t 

drew it up, and 30 i oughtio know,.'% , 
Cribson obieryed, that though no totbef object 
was expressly contenfplated by ^the Uaiim/ b® 
would not answer for ijieir inoreasiug tlieir 
rlcmands ^ as they proceeded.’ If there was any 
attempt to equalize the wages by redueh^g jlll to 
the lowest pow givoa, the Unioa vrotddi^lii^d 
an advance. . 






“ Whp gives Ui^ Ipwi&st?"* i^<juiiied Mr, Went¬ 
worth, ^ 

JBxcW ftonae upstarts whom we can easily 
manage) Mortima^ and Rowe give the lowest, 

yOu, sir, tiie ii^xt lowest, and Elliott the 
%hest" , 

Who was lamenting Isd^ely that the combi¬ 
nation laws were reneaM, so tlmt the masters 
cannot^ be prosecuted for oppression t Who pro¬ 
posed.,10 burn them in efiigy, tied to one 
another’s neefcs 7*' 

Tiie deputies looked at one another, and then 
answered that all this was only private talk at 
one of their meetings; it w'ns never meant for 
earnest. 

** Well, I only let you know that you may 
look about 3 "out Committee room and find wliere 
the little bird builds that carries the matter; and if 
you can't find her, take care that she has nothing 
to carry that you would he ashamed to own. 
Did you learn from Iter that the masters combine 
agidnat you ?'* 

Wc learn it from our own eyes, and ears, 
and senses,” said Clack, Have not n^asters 
oppressed their men from the beginning of the 
World 

** Indeed I don't kuoiy,” said Mr. Wentworth. 
** If Adam had a gardener under him in Paradise, 
they might have tried to turn one another out, 
but I never heard of it.” 

Stuff and nonsense, sir, bagging your par¬ 
don* Don’t wc know ihat mastery always have 
Jiaifded it over the poor 7 They were born with 
\a silver spoon in their mouths, and-r** 
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I wonder where mStke i«/* observed Mr* 
Wentworth; ** 1 will look in tny motlier*& plate 
chest for it/’ 

^The orator went on,— 

ITiey openly treat *118 like slaves as long aft 
they can, and when we will bear it no longer, 
they plot in secret against us. Thoy steal to one 
another's houses when they think we are asleep; 
they bolt tbeir doors and fill their glasses to 
their own prosperity, and every hitmper that goes 
down their throats is paid for with'the poor 
maif s fCrust/’ , 

They must have made the little bird tipsy 
Clack, before she carried you such a ^trange 
story as lliSt.” 

“ Don’t tell me, siV, ijiat k is not true! l)on’t 
tell met” , ^ / 

‘‘ I am not telling you anything; for the 
plain rckson, that I have notliing to telL I only 
want to ask you one or two thhigs, as you seem 
to know so much more than we do. I^ay what 
have the masters combined for just noaf ' 

“ To lo^iyer our wages, to bo sure/’. ‘ 

“ And yet Mortimer pays one rate, and, I 
another, and EJlUott another* Why don’t X aA 
as much labour for my money as Mortimer 
“ You dare hot,’’cried Clack. 

You know ifs not fair/’ said ’fiiylor. 

“ You are not the man to grind the poor/^ 
said Gibfcon. , ^ 

“You have not hit it, any of you. You all 
seem to thj'hk it is a matter of pure choice With 
us,' what wages we give, ’ 
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' ** To be Bure/’ said Clack, ** and that is the 
reason we want parliament to settle the matter at 
once and for ever.” 

“ Parliament has no more choice in the matter 
than we masters,*’ drily observed Mr. Wentworth. 

If ever Parliament passes a bill to regulate 
wages, we must have a rider put to it to decree 
how much rain must fall before harvest,” 

Clack muttered something al:K)ut not standing 
any longer to be trifled with; but his com - 
panions thought it possible that Mr. Wentworth 
might have something to say that was worth 
nearing, and persuaded the orator to be quiet. 
Gibson inquired,— 

“ Where then does the choice rest, sir, if 
neither with the government nor the masters 

“ Such power as there is rests with those who 
take, not with those who give wages. Not such 
power as tips our friend’s tongue there,” nodding 
at Clack, “ not such power as you gain by the 
most successful strike, not such power as com¬ 
bination gives you, be it peaceable or threaten¬ 
ing ; hut a much more lasting power which 
cannot be taken from you. The power of the 
masters is considerable, for they nold the ad¬ 
ministration of capital; but it is not on this that 
the rate of wages depends. It depends on the 
administration of labour; and this much greater 
power is in your hands.” 

The deputies thought that they who pay wages 
must always have power over those who receive. 
That is as much as saying that wjigee are a 
gift. I thought you Jiad supposed them your 
right/ 
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All were eager to urge the rights of iodui^trf. 

“ Aye, all very true; no right can be clearer 
when we see n hat wages are. Come, Clack, 
tell us, (for who knows if you don’t ?) tell us 
what wages Adam gave his under gardeners. 
You can’t say ? Why, I thought you knew all 
that the masters did at the beginning of the 
world. Well, when Adam was some hundred 
years old, (you may trust me, for I am descended 
from him in a straight lino,) he said to Eve, 
‘ Stay you here and spin with the women, while 
I go yonder and set my man to deU e; and don’t 
exj)ect us lm.ck in a hurry, for tillage is tough 
work here to what it was in Eden, and we must 
gather our crops before we can bring them to 
market Come, my good fellows, work hard 
and you shall have }our shares.* ‘ And ptay, sir,’ 
said the men, ‘ what arc we to live upon while 
our fruit and vegetables are growing?’ ‘ Why,’ 
says Adam, * instead of my sharing the fruit with 
you when it is grown, suppose you take your 
l)ortion in advance. It may be a convenience to 
you, and it is all the same thing to me.* So the 
men looked at the ground, and calculated how 
much digging and other work there would be, 
and then named tl^eir demand ; not in silver 
money with king George’s head upon it, but food 
and clothing, and tools.” 

“ Then at harvest time,” observed Gibson, 
“ the whole produce belonged to Adam ?” 

“ Of course. The commodity was made up, 
like all commodities, of capital and labour; 
Adam’s capital and the men’s labour. ” 
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“ And of a deal besidca,'* cried Clack. “If 
it was grain, there was’ tlje root, and tlie stalk, 
and the ear; and if it was fruit, there was the 
rind, andthe pulp, and the juice.’* 

Begging your pardon, friend, there was 
nothing but capital and labour. Without labour, 
and the soil and the tools which made the capital, 
there would have been neither grain nor fruit; 
and if grain .aiid ftuU grew wild, they could be 
no commbdiiy without labour, any more than 
the diamond'in the mine, and the pearl in the 
sea, are a commodity before the one is dug, and 
the other fished up. Well, Adam and his men 
expected to get as much by their crop as would 
pay for their subsistence and their toil: and tliis 
much the ijiien asked, and Adam, was willing to 
give, and a fair surplus remained over for lum- 
sclf. So they made '|he1r bargain, and he 
bought their share of the commoduy, and had to 
himself all the flax and other things that liis 
produce exchanged for in the market. And so 
that season passed off, ani all were contented.” 

“ And wliat happene<l next season, sir ?” 

“ Next season, twice the number of men came 
to ask work in the same plot of gregund, Adam 
told them that he had very little more wages to 
pay aw 2 ^ tlian he had the year before, so that if 
they ail wanted to work under him they must be 
content with little more than half what each had 
formerly earned*, They, agreed, and submitted 
to be rather pinched; hut they hoped it would be 
only for a time, as it was a very fine harvest 

indeed, so much labour having b^^en^spent upon 



NO t;Ntt)K Of 






it, ^.nd tliero b^ing fitie jJMt into AdloniltL 

ponjfcttt** ^ ' , 

Did they "vear pockfet^ then, Ar T* 

** No doubt; for the women were itiipll^avtog 
their taitofing, much as the mftn jM** 
in^, and expecting, like |ntiieasc their 

gains Jn conseauence f ^aild so tlieyfwpidd hnv0 
done, but that tour times the number of taboureTit 
appeared next year, so Amt notwithstknding 
increasepf capital.ea^h had not spmuch 
third the. original wages; and tfie meu grew 
very cross, and their wives very mdlai^dholytt 
But how could Adam help it ? ** 

“ Why did not the men carry their labdtUr 
elsewhere V* asked Clack contemptuously, * 
Why do you go on spinning for Hortinler 
and Rowe, when Elliott pays higher wages t**' 

“ Because nobody 1$ taking on newlianda I 
can’t get work,” 

♦‘Well, nobody "was taking^ on new hllD^ " 
in Adam’s neighbourhood; all the ^capital w|^ ^ 
already employed/' 

“ But I Jftekn to ^ on^so/' said 
“ I lAmu atrike ifkh all toe 
men, if wo don't get better paid.'' 

it thought, Clack^g^iH^d 

head labourer was ’ybur gr'aOdfathcr, for Jie 
just thp ramp thih£^^9uhrc saying; mi wliait |a 
more, he did it They all tiwned Out. e' 


of them,^ tnkd let the iiel4»ta|!b oaie of 
An* wW bappeitpd 
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WotfH folly of nH was tJiat tiiey went on to blame 
Adam, li^ugb he "ahowed them that the harvest 
♦would not ev-en pay its own exjjonses; nmch 
ieaa leave anything to divide between him and 
them* ‘ Yon talk to me/ says l)Oi ^ as if 1 cpuld 
get Capital* down, from the clouds as fast as I 
please; whereas you might have seen from the 
beginning, that I have a certain quantity and no 
morfi. If you choose to bring a thousand 
labourers to live upon the capital which was 
<mee divided among a hundred, it is your fault 
and not mine that you are badly off/ 

“ If the thousand men agreed to Jive for so 
little* It was their own aflair, to be Mire,” 

“And if they did not agree, their bidding 
against eacli oilier could not shift tlic blame 
upon Adcim. If there was such competition 
among the men as enabled liim to obtain more 
labour for the ssime \Magt‘a, he was not to blame, 
was for employing three men for what he 
Wd at first paid fo one 

“ Nor were the men to blame, sir, for bargain¬ 
ing for l»uch vyages as were to be had,” 

C^ertainly,. Where then was the evil V* 

** Clearly in tliere b^ing too many hands 
^hd w^jrh to be done,” replied Gibson. “ But 
udto€oul4 help that* sir V* 

Nobody foujd relieve ^le intmi^diate^prefistirc, 
ISfoaon, tmkss aomiC had the means of 4;akmg 
tllW^Sielv^s off, or applying their labour to 
employment wlij^h was Te$^ overstocked ; 
httt al) bad it In their pd?#er to present the evil 
returning. By forebigUtand care, labour may 
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be proportioned to capital as accurately^ as tny 
machinery to the power of my 

What has all^ihis to do with out petitioil t** - 
asked the orator, who Was impatient of remeiW^ 
ing so long in the background. 

“ A great deal,’’ replied Gibson. “Mr. Went^ 
wprtli means to point out |u}w much rests wil^ 
the masters, and now much with the men, and to, 
warn us against a sttlke. But, sir, about equali¬ 
zation of wages: you think that fhlr enough^ I 
suppose. In the very sathe market^ and under 
the very same circumstances, labour ongh^ 
paid at the same rate, sUrely V* 

“ One circumstance, you know, is the extent 
of the master’s capital, which is Seldom the same 
in any two cases, and on which his powet of 
waiting for his returns depends. But I agree 
with you that a man cannot safely lower his rate 
of wages much and permanently below that of 
his competitors, and that an equalization of 
wages is desirable for all parties ; so I will sign 
my agiecinent to your wish fora public meeting. 
Coming, Charles, coming.” 

Gibson had observed Mr. Wentworth’s old gray 
pony in the yard for some time, and he now saw 
that Charles looked tired of leading it backwards 
and forwards, while the animal turned hs head 
one way and another, as if looking for its usually 
punctual master. While helping the gentleman 
on with the heavy great-coat, which he wore 
winter and summer, the deputy apologized for 
having kept the rider and Ids steed so long 
asunder. 
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Mr. Wenlfforth. 
«W)btn an^d I have two rotmds, a Jong,' arij a 

short; aod I dare say he has made up his raiiia 
riready which it t*m he to-day. If I hsV6 
hdfied you to a short cut to your business, you 
think your time wasted any more than 

■*’ II i , buttoned the last button, and 

pulled his hat over his brows, « That's well; aU 

Hey ho, Dobbin! "Good day to ye all.” 

• ,-1 “P Ms ears, 

-^ckened his pace, and well n|gh nodded to his 

^ter St the sound of his voice. When Mr 

Wentworth scrambled up into the saddle and left 

the yard at a funeral pace, the deputies looked 

much more respect on him aud his equipase 

ton on the brilliant spectacle they had niet at 
aUioU s door. 


Chapter IV. 

UNION OF MEN. 

As soon as it was ascertained that, thongh tnany 
of Urn masters declined committing themselves 
by s^mg their names, most, or ill of them 
wwild attend the desired meeting. Clack tooTc 

***^^^^^ Issue a placard, tvnose large red 
4 MSd black letters attracted the eyes of all who 

ooidd read* It made known the intention of the 
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niastord to meet at the Yprk Hoteh on the 
nesday afternoon, and of Uic Committee of tha 
men to hold a previous meeting at the Spread 
Edgle, in the morning, in order to prepare 
tions to be laid before the masters. The 

» 

mittee was to be escorted to and fro by a dr- 
euitdus route by a procession ; and the place ap*' 
pointed where those were to meet who wished lO 
make a part of the show, was St. George's Fields, 
The placard began and ended by an appeal to tjhia 
people to guard their rights against oppression. 
Many w'ere surprised at tbe^ anxiety t)f the lendr 
ing men among the spinners to disown this 
placard. It seemed to tiie crowd very spirited 
and eloquent, and they began to look out their 
decorations for the procession. 

Bray was one of the first on the spot, piping, 
drumming, and shaking his bells at the apjjear- 
ance of every new group. Other musicians 
joined the train, flags were displayed, the women 
gathered to look on, the children cheered atid 
brought green boughs, and all had tlie appear-^* 
ance of rejoicing, though it would have been 
difficult for any one to say what there was to 
rejoice about. Many had no clear idea of what 
was doing or going to be done; some had nO 
idea at all, and those who knew best thought it 
a pity that such a display should have been made 
as might bear the appearance of being intended 
to intimidate the masters. The Committee were 
so generally of this opinion, that they did not 
attend, but went quietly, one by one, to the 
Spread Eagle $ so that, in fact, the proceBSicni 
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was ibrmed to escort Clack, aad tiobodf else, 
This was all the mote glonoas for him, he 
^oeght; and he walked proudly just behind the 
chief musician, Bray, now shaking hands from 
aide to side, now bowing with his hand on his 
heart, now bidding all halt and giving the signal 
for groans or cheers. There were three ^oans 
at Mortimer and Rowe’s, and three cheers at 
Elliott’s, which were "received with infiniic dis¬ 
dain by that gentleman as he sat at his breakfast 
table, balancing his egg-spoon and glancing at 
the newspaper. The procession next overtook 
Mr, Wentworth in Chancery Lane, pacing to 
business on his gray pony. All eyes were 
turned to Clack for a signal whether to groan or 
cheer. There was, in the meanwhile, a faint 
beginning of each, at which the pony looked 
more astonished than lus^ master, who only 
chuckh’d and murmmjetl in his usual manner as 
he looked upon the assemblage with a quiet 
smile. 

' “ "What do you expect to get by this fine 
show?” said he to a youth near him. 

** Cheap bread! Hurrah 1 ” cried the lad, wav¬ 
ing his bludgeon, and wishing there was a loaf on 
the top of it. 

“ And you, and you, and you?” said Mr. 
W^twoFth, lo one and another as they passed. 

No potato peelings! Reform awd good 
wages! Liberty and clieap bread I ” cried they, 
according to their various notions. The chil- 
j dren’s only idea was (and it was the wisest) that 
it was a holiday, with a prdOession and a band of 
music. 
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Clack had got a IHUe c 
ftlow-add^Og ponjr and its riden he dectdedilo 
halt and bold a short parlay* Advancing with a 
how, he said, I , 

“ You call yourself the poor man's friend, ! 
believe, sir?” ., ’, 

No man’s enemy, I hope,” replilsd Iff* Went¬ 
worth. >' t 

“ Then allow us the honour of givilig^^ yiim 
three cheers on your pledge to suf^ort ouriyiiaf 
terests tins evening, Hals oif! , / 

“ Better wait awhile,said Mr. Wentworth. 


** Cheers will keep, and 1 dislike unnecessary 
pledges.” 

Clack looked suspicious, and nods mid winks 
went round. 


We might differ, you know, as to what your 
interests are, and then i might seem to bre^ 
my word when I did not mean it” 

“ Let him go free,” said a %»tander, ** He 
knows tlie consequences if he opposes us.” 

“ That is rather a strange way of letting 
me go free,” observed the gentleman, smiling* 
“ However, friend, threats are empty air to a 
man who knows his^own mind ; and my mind is 
made up to consider the interests of all, come 
groans, corhe cheers.” 

It is not everybody, sir, who would speak 
so independently,—to our faces too.” ^ , 

‘‘ True, friend. All the masters and all the 
men have not my years, and have not learned to 
look steadily in honest faces ; and that is why^I 

am sorry to see this |)arade, which looks too imtdi 
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like tettoiidfttidT). Comeiiew.bfi petstiaded. Ilfrill 

give ytiU bouse-room for your Bags, auci thy old 
friehd Bfay there shall not lose his job; hci shall 
ihake it a holyclay to the cliildren in my factory/* 
It was too much to ask of Clack, He could 
wot give Up his procession, ;mcl so made haste Xb 
march Olt» A& Mr. Wentworth turned in at liis 


factory gate in Ancoals Street, every man in the 
l(tng train bowed respectfully. In his case, tlie 
teg&rtl of his neighbours was not measured by 
the rate of wages lie paid. 

‘ Tlie procession, having deposited Clack at the 
Spread Eagle, was by no means so ready to de¬ 
part as to arrive. They insisted that it should 
be an open meeting, and that they should have a 
voice in the demands to he offered to the masters. 


They rushed through the house to the skittle- 
ground behind, caused a table with paper and 
ink to he placed in an arbour, and, setting the 
Committee entirely aside on the plea that this 
Was a special occasion, began to call aloud for 
Allen to take the chair. Allen was nowhere to 
be found on the premises, for tlie good reason 
that he was at liis work, and knew little of what 
was going on. Being sent for, he presently ap¬ 
peared and asked what he was wanted for. 

To take the chair.” 


But Allen was too modest to accept the honour 
at a word: he drew back, and urged his being 
totally unused to come forward at public meet- 
ingS|^and named several who understood the 
manMement of that kind of business better ilmti 
bintlyfi lltose that he nimed were all single 
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men ; be horn in mind,—and tins eevlainljr 
adde^io his reindance,—%hat the Bin of t9i|dng 
I>romin^nt pan in n.comhinationr of workmen, m 
apt^to be remembered against the sinner whm 
the daya of trouble are over; and he felt that,a 
family man was not the one who ought to be 
made to incur the risk,—When furtheip pressed# 
he did hot scruple to declare this to be one of hid 
objections ; but the people were in die humou^r tsp, 
overcome objections, and they promised faithfaHy> 
that he and his family should not be injured: 
that if discharged from thq factory, they should 
he maintained by the Union ; and that as no one 
knew so much of their alTairs as Allen, aa be 
could express liimself with moderation in speech, 
and with ease on paper, he was the man to be at 
the head of their affairs, and diat .it was hhi 
bounden duty to accept the office. 

Allen could not deny this, and did not, there* 
fore, dally with his duty; but it cost him a bitteir 
pang. While Clack listened and looked on with 
a feeling of jealousy, and thought it a moment^ 
of triumph such as he would fain have enjoyed' 
himself, he little knew how little Allen was to be 
envied. He could not guess what feelings 
rushed on Allen’s mind at the moment that he 
took the decisive step into the arbour and seated 
himself at the table, and received the pen into hut 
hand. Thoughts of the dismay of his timid wifei 
of the hardships to which he might expose his 
children, of the difficulties of his office, and the; 
ifl-will whicli its discharge must sometimes hiiu® * 
upon him,—^thoughts cf the quarrels to 
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ftust mediate, and of the distrastiiFhieh, is case of 
a turn-out, he must witness^ without much power 
to relieve,—might have overcome a man of 
firmer nerve than Allen; but .though they 
tr^daed, they not conquer him, convinced aa 

he was that he ought not to evade the choice of 
the people. His fellow-labourers allowed him a 
few minutes to collect his thoughts before ad* 
dressing them, and while he was seemingly ar¬ 
ranging the papers before him, they packed 
themselves and one another close) v, in order to 
leave room for new comers, without creating a 
OOisc and bustle. Those who stood nearest the 
arbour hung the flags so as to make a sort of 
canopy over it, and a few of the most efficient of 
tlie standing Committee took their places on 
each side of Allen.—His address was in natural 
accordance with the feelings wliicli bad just passed 
through his mind:— 

“ CombinationB are necessary, my fellow- 
labourers, when one set of men is opposed to 
another, as we are to our masters. The law 
could not prevent combinations, even when 
severe punishments visited those who were en¬ 
gaged in them ; which was a clear proof that men 
must combine, that the law was of no use, and 
ought therefore to be done away. Let me con¬ 
gratulate you tliat these severe laws are done 
away; that a man cannot now be shut up in 
prison for many months together for agreeing 
with his companions to withhold their labour in 
order to increase its price. Let me congratulate 

you when a man cannot be caught in the 
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trap of the law£^> he can no 

be |rtmi#l»ed ander a law agaim| 
which was made ipng before such a ^ 
combinations of workmen were thought of 
can now meet fo the face of day, apd cQpdd^ 
our bargains with our masters jpither by agtj^r 
ment or opposition* without a^y oiio flavi^g;"|i 
right to interfere, as long as we keep the 
Evils tliere are, indeed, still; and sucii a thfog 
fitjll heard of as persecution in conseijuence 4^# 
combination ; but such evils as inftiptMhy 
the crushing liand of power light on a few, ^|nd 
tlie devotion of those few -secures the exemption 
of the rest. It is certainly an evil to a peac^bjy 
disposed man to see himself regarded with, a 
fierce eye by those to whom he no longer (Jarei 
touch his hat lest he should be accused 'of suing 
' for mercy. It is certainly an evil to a man of in^ 
dependent mind to be placed under the feet of ^y 
former enemy, to receive, life weelUy subi^fetexice 
from the hands of his equab,' and to fancy that 
the whisper fe going rouqd*^‘ this is he who lives 
upon our gathered pence.'*—Such evils await, aa 
you know, him who comes fonva^d to lead a 
combination; but tliey belong to the, state 
affairs; and since .they can neither be hplped* pp? 
be allowed to weigh against the advantage iof 
they slioujd be, pot only pati«3|itly, but 
s&ptly borne. Well is it for foe vietin|, ^ he pm 
hifpself font now fe foe time 
praCiistr tlip bpi^ism 0iich in grapdeV Ibai 
often made, life .bosom throb, 
esteem hfens^f hoiioured in hfe |pi bemg 
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of the same hi# .own con- 

^ibf^ may perceive wc ree^hlancet ^ 
■^mxietmng of the eame ca^, I say, with that 
of veiierate^atatesmen wlio have returned to the 
plpuglr to be forgotten m their own age, and 
remembered in another^with that of generals 
who have beid pi.tt the decrepit hand with a pe» 
tition to the gay passers by to give a halfpenny 
to thS deliverer oi their country,—Nay, no cheers 
yet! Your cheers only recall me with shame to 
that tyducli 1 was going to say wdicn my personal 
feelings led me away,—led tnc to compare that 
which is universally adlowed to be moving be¬ 
cause it is noble, with that wliicli, if moving at 
all, is so only because it is piteous. As I was 
saying, combinations are orderc<I by laws more 
powerful than those winch, till lately, forbade 
them ; and this shows the wisdom of the repeal of 
the latter. If it had been wished to prevent our 
meeting for caprice or sport, laws might have 
availed. If their olt^ect had been tc hinder the 
idle from meeting to dissipate their tedlousness, 
or the gamesome from pursuing that on which 
no more valmtldc thing was vsti^d than their 
pteeeif^t pleasure, 4:hese iaws might have been 
«mccea$fully, though aomewhat tyrannically, 
fonQcd* But sudi are not they who form 
t>inatk>ns ;> but rathqgitudk as have thek 
bov^d lyiifih <ov^r-toi|, and tlieir brows imt wlilh 
cai^; as theet becaiiweIhp tiyeaitnd 

of their IhmilieSf .their p^sonal ^respectabiily^ 
""and «th<^^biu:e .honesty of not itealm|f a loaf ikntt 
ano^ pounteri^ m the treieendeus staiie 
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ivhidi they feel to he put to |iazard. SotiU^ iiii! 
wise cati reatmn the fiercest paastons^f tW 
few, because, being sound auH wisel? lirey ar^ 
supported by the many; and it is therefore 
that When laws gave way lil^/cobwebs beffitoT 
the impulse of a body bf meif too unj^ 
brought togetlier by caprice, tfiosef"'fcWs 
neither wise nor sound. Such Ware the com-^ 
bination laws, and therefore were they repealed- 
Never ugwiamil it be attempted to set up the 
prohibition of parliament agauilit the eominintW' 
of nature,-*-** threat of imprisonment against th^ 
cravinga^f hiinjorr. Security of person and pro¬ 
perty provided for, (as, indeed, they Were 

already ly fbmier laws,) we are left free to finake 
theiwMil^«h#»©meirt for the sale of.bar' 

laboitn^^and <»tQ arrangb our terms by whatever" 
peaeeabte! methods we tihoose, ^ 

Combixiadon on our part is neceasary trUUak 

power Ijeing lodged unequidly^ in ilie hands of 
in^viduals, and iris necesfeaty'for l^ibourers to 
husband their strength by unio^, if it' is ever to 
be balanced against the influence and wealih of 
ca|ntalt6t$. A master can do as he pleases with 
hift hundred' or'fife hundred workmen, yinlbs| 
they One word of hU motrfhj 

on%#nike of bis pen, *Oao them borne pp 
the^^tpday night with a blank prb<^ei|^"b^^ 
titqflob before them; while these bond^el||§|9[il 
Jiu?^it<WSen mqst^ .make tkelt many yd|^4nt<i" 
one before bis even be tbreaften^ mt^bp* 
positiori. .Oive ihay tr^Jmble,. another may 
atlsh«} down 
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daires not'^rcHdaim; but all this is of no 
f(vai]< The only nvtff is to bring opposition to 
upon the interOBta of tlie master; and this 
Only .1)0 doiie by union. The best of the 
masters say, and'probably with truth, that tlieir 
intereiiil!| the reductions under which we 

groan. 'Be it-so: we have interests too, and we 
must brmg them up as an opposing force, and 
see which are the strongest. This . may be,— 
allow me to say, niust be—done without ill-will 
in i^ny party to^rds any other party. There 
'may be some method yet unknown by which the 
mterests of all may be reconciled; ifso, by union 
' we must discover it. But if, indeed, * interests 
must continue to be opposed, if bread must be 
fpiight for, and the discord of men mUsi for ever 
be contrasted with the harmony of nature, let the 
battle be as fair as cir^cmnstances will allow. Let 
tire host, of pigmies try if they cannot win a 
chance against the regiment.ot giants by orga¬ 
nizing ilieir numbers, and knitting them intd a 
phalanx. The odds against them are fearful, it 
is true; but more desperate battles have been 
sustained and wpn. I have not indewl, as the 
friend at my elbow reminds me, represented our 
case so favourably as I have done, Mkny 
here think that po^ier'if in our own^ b^ds; 
,SQm^ that the elianees aie equal, and tha tlsast 

t}iiid the chance is fair.-^I haveipoken 
o{ the general necessity of union, and<|i<lt ’ with 
any intention of taking for granted that w© a’se 
on eve of an express struggle. This depeiida 

yet to be aisdbsed. Some 

i 
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change, and that a speedy one, there oyg|t 
in the condition of the working claedes: 
cannot go on long labouring their Uvea 
for a less recompense than good habitat^}aa^ 
clothing, and food. These forxn^ the verf 
sum of the just rewards of industry; wheraini M 
multitude are pinched with the frosts of winter, 
live amidst the stench of unwholesome dwellings 
in summer, have nearly forgotten the taste,of 
animal food, and even sigh for bread as for a 
luxury. The question to be Rebated, and to be 
put to the trial if necessary,—rhnd I wish ^Vory 
master in Manchester was he^^e to take down my 
words fur his further consideration, is whether a 
social being has not a right to comfortable sub¬ 
sistence in return for bis full and efficient labour/* 
—Allen’s pause was interrupted by a voice from 
behind the crowd, declaring,— 

“ No doubt* no doubt, my good felloWs: a 
clear riglit, and 1 wish with aU my heart you 
may win your right.” 

It was Rowe, who had entered as if for the 
purpose of convincing the men that he was on 
their side. An opening was made from the table 
to the outskirts of the crowd; but Rowe slunk 
back in opposition to all attempts to push him 
forward. The fact was, he saw another person 
present whom he little expected to meet, and 
before whom he was sorry to have committed 
himself. Mr. Wentworth advanced through the 
opening, with his memorandum book In hk 
bMd :— 

^‘1 am willing to put down your question, 

F 2 



DNIQM .pI' »^BU 

* <? I I ' 


52 

} 

Allen, ^or further diecuesian^ provided you add a 
clause to it:—< Whether a member of society 
has not a right to a comfortable subsistence in 
return for iull and efficient labour, prjavided he 
dots noti by hu own act, put that subsistence 
he^fond his reach P* ” 

Allen smiledf and all within hearing stared at 
Mr. Wentworth’s simplicity in adding this clause 
which nobody could dispute. 

“ We have certainly nothing to dhjept to your 
addition, sir,*’ sajd Allen. “ Only I cannot 
think it necessary." 

“ Let it stand, however, for my satisfaction,; 
and now go on with what you have to say." 

A seat was offered to Mr. Wentworth^ and 
proclamation was made of one for Mr. Bowe, 
who, however, had disappeared, Allan pro: 
ceeded:— 

** I have only a few words to add respecting 
the terms on wliich I will consent to resume my 
present office on any future occasion, ortoaiiscept 
of any power you may wish to put into my hands. 
I must be supported by you in all measures 
taken to preserve our own peace and that of the 
masters ; and to this end, there must be the utmost 
strictness in the full performance of all contracts. 
Whether the present dispute l^e amicably settled 
this very evening, or whether it be protracted, pr 
a partial or a general strike should take, place,—^ 
none of these things can set aside a,contract prcr 
viously entered into. Integrity must be our 
rule as much as liberty is out warrant and justice 
our end. 'The first man who deserts the work he 
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has pledged hferts^lf to perfotba^ jptits the 
of the law into the hands of onr oppoiiehtB: 
first who is legally coiivict^l ot a btfeatih of con¬ 
tract, brands our cause with indblible disgr^* 
We Want no truants here, and we will own 
but honest labourers to be of out company f Ithia 
unless I am aided in preserving tho teputatiojft 
of our cause, I declare^—WMtevW tnfity h6 
thought of the importance of the threat^^that 
from that moment I witlidraw* my eounienance 
and my help. Jf at the perh^ of any strike^ 
any part of my contract with my employers is 
undischarged, I shall hold it ,J;o be my duty to 
work for them during the stated nuinbet of hoUrs, 
even if I should repair from their factory to pre¬ 
side over a meeting like the present; and the 
same is expected of e^ery man who enrols Him* 
self in our bands* Honour towards our masters 
is as necessary as fidelity to each other/* 

The meeting having signified an unanimous 
assent to what Allen had said, he proceeded to 
draw up a statement of wages to be presented to 
the masters. A great number Of men pushed 
and jostled one another in order to get near the 
table anti state their grievance^ ; for some under 
every firm supposed their wages to be the loWeat. 
It Was found to be as the deputies had stated, 
that Mortimer and Howe paid the lowest wages, 
and Elliott llie highest.—Mortimer and Rowe 
were therefore to be requested to answer this 
evening, yes or no, whether they would give 
Elliott's rate of wages, Allen, Claekj and 
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OibiioB Imrere to wait <mtb»tmtsters with 

the written demand. 

The BmetlWg broke up for a while, and the 
quieleBt and liioet industrious of the men went 
home, while the rest prepared to parade again 
throng tlic streets* 

Allen withdrew one of the last, as he wished 
to see the'place quiet before he left his post* As 
he turned from the door of the public-house, his 
hands in his pockets and his eyes bent on the 
ground in deep thought, he was startled by some 
one taking his arm. It was his wife, who had 
been watching and lingering in the neighbourhood 
till she was tired and frightened. ' 

“ Why, Mary/* said her husband, smiling, 
** you will make me lose my good name. This 
is the way wives haunt the public-hOuse when 
their husbands are given to drink.** 

Mary could trust her hu^and for soberness if 
ever woman Could; but she feared his being 
drawn in to join against the masters, and bring 
ruin on his familv. 


Allen answered that he was mot the man to be 
drawn in to do what his wife knew he disliked 
as much as slie could do: but he might of his 
own ftee choice determine to do what she feared ; 
and, in that case, he trusted the discharge of his 
public, duty would not be embittered by domestic 
ojq>o»ition and discontent. His prospect was 
not a very cheering one, however, in this respect* 
When fairly seated in his own home, his wife 
seemed pr^igiously inclined to lock the door 
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and pocket the key; and i|^ iwied io ,fitao«i6^| 
at the bate idea Of a strike and fts^iatreises* 
Allen longed to go to sleep, and 4(dl lliat 
had been done, and all that was in prof^et » ^ 
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NO PROGRESS MADE. 

The masters’ meeting was a, tedious af&ir to all 
parties. Tlie chairman and the three deputies 
iKild such long disputes, as to whether Wages 
were really much lower than formerly, that' the 
people who wailed in anxious expectation 
at the Spread Eagle, began to wonder whether 
the deputies had tain down to take a nap, or 
found their business a different kind of affair 
from what they bad expected. If they had 
known what point was in dispute, tliey would 
have w ondered what room there was for argument, 
as any man among them could liave told what he 
was paid two years before, and what now. They 
all knew tliat they were now paid by Mortimer 
and Rowe, only three and fourpence per one thou¬ 
sand hanks, while some time before, they had 
had upwards of four shillings. How, they 
would have asked, could there be any doubt as 
to whether wages were lowered I 

Clack was profuse in his expressiona of 
astonishment at the stupidity of those wIk) made 
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dW nd l4idr6 te^rds seltlidg the point than the 
Shuffiiil^ of the cliaiftnan, Who did not under¬ 
stand the true state of the case, and could there¬ 
fore render no service in'throwing If^it upon it. 

If it had not been for Mr. Wentworth, and 
one or two more who held liis views, nothing at 
all would Ijave been done. 

** Nobody doubts,** observed Wentworth, that 
you now take so'many' shillings less than you 
took five years ago; but that matters nothing to 
you or to us.** 

The chairman and Clack stared in about an 
equal degree. 

“ My dear sir, that is the very pbint,** said the 
one. 

** I always thought you liad had a heart to feel 
for the poor,** cried the other. 

r beg your pardon,** said the gentleman 
quietly, ft is not, sir, tlic point in dispute, and 
I trust, Clack, m 5 ^ observation does not cdiry 
any great cruelty in it. If a penny a week 
would enable a man to buy all necessaries for 
himsblf and his family, and if a i)ound would do 
no more, would it signify to any man whether his 
Wages were a penny or a pound V* 

Certainly not; but who ever heard of such 
wotiderftil pennies?*' 

** I have heard of shillings which you might 
think nearly as wonderful as such pennies: 
shillings which would buy more than twice as 
niubh at one time as at another.** 

•*To be sure,** said Cladk, laughing con- 




teTpptupusly, ,*^ev^ ^tld tocp# tbiit |pi^ 
Qf bread and pther^ihrngs ria^ a*»d / 4 i, 

“Very well. )(^pi«r concern ia abc^^Jb^Wj 
inucli of brea^'. am, otber tjungs get m 
return for y#ur labour, and not hPw wmy sbUif 
lings. ShilUnga are of no value to you but lor 
what they buy. If half the money in the king¬ 
dom were to be carried off by feiri^ ihu» night, 
so that you could have only bld| you^ p^aont 
nominal wages, you wouJd be no Worse o^ than 
at presei^t. The same quantity of fom amj 
clothing would be in the market, and you woidd 
get as much for sixpence, a^ you novf^get j^ .a 
shilling. Tliis is why J said the nominal amounl 
of your wages mattered little. 1 said nothing 
about the real amount.*' 

“ But you do not deny, sir,*’said Allen, “that 
our real wages are less than tliey were V* 

“ 1 am airaid it is as true as that our profits 
are less, Ther^ is less surplus remaining over 
our manufacture for us to divide* If this divlsloii 
were made in kind, instead of your being paid in 
money in advance, you would see the real state 
of the case,—that wq cannot afford higher 
wages.'* 

“ In kind! Lord, sir,*' cried Clack, “ what 
should we, do with a bundle of yarns on Satur-* 
day night ? What baker or grocer would take, 
thenif^ ^ 

^ dwe say; and tberrfore^ for tlie 
convenience of the partie^, payniei^ for labour it 
made in moneybut, it is not the W ttu,^ ih^ 
your wages consist of the proport|aii you receive 
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i>f tetiutiii bik!^g1it by th^ article you fUanu- 
fociurc. You know how the value of this return 
vatiea I how, when an article is scarce, it brings 
iO a large return, and how, when it is plentiful, 
Our custotnera give less for it; aUd you must 
therefore eee hovV your wages vary indepen¬ 
dently of our vvili.'^ 

** But whose doing is it, sir, that the return 
vatiea so much f* 

“ If is partly your doing; I mean that of those 
who bring labour to market We masters have 
nothing to do with the quantity of labour brought 
to Bale any furtlicr than to purchase it If you 
bring so much as to reduce its price too far, 
whose fault is that ?*' 

‘•To be sure we cannot expect you to pay 
high, when you can purchase labour cheap/* 
said Allen, ** any more than we would give six¬ 
pence for a loaf, if wc could get as good a one for 
five pence.” 

“ If,” observed one of the masters, ** you 
brought only half the present quantity of 
labour to us, we must, whetlier vve liked it or 
ho, pay double for it If you choose to bring 
up large families who will in turn rear large 
families to the same occupation, it is a neces¬ 
sary consequence that wages will fall to the very 
lowest point.” 

“ What do you call the lowest point 

** That at which the labourer can barely sub¬ 
sist. If he cannot subsist, he caimot labour, of 
course. If he can do more than merely subsist, 
his ws^es are not al ike lowest polnt.^^ 
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Ours jare so, now," said desptmdt 

ingly^ . ^ 

“Not exactly replied the 

tMn’t fimcy that I wish lower^ or 

would not i%ko them higher if I Mh} i,’ bi»t I 
cannot ajlow that tlicy are at the lowest* Do 
you know no Irish hand-loom pavers who 
make only four shillings a woeh f* 

“ Poor creatures! yes; but lH^iw do tb#y liirr ? 
Crowded together on straw, with Wfre to 
cover them, and only half as mucli 9$ thry 
could eat. It is dreadful 1** 

“ It is; and Cod torWd we ttliowld see piany 
more sinWng down ii^to s!W)l|,# state I I cmly 
mentioned their case tosliow y6u that year wages 
xnAy still fall, if the labourers' proportion of the 
leturns toxapitalis still further divided aiioag 
a number.' Upon the proportion of yotir lakon^ 
to our capital depends the rise and fail of 
through the whole scale of payment.” 

“ What would )ou call the highest rate ¥* in¬ 
quired Allen. 

“The greatest possible proportion of tlie 
return that tlie capitalist can sjiare, so as Isave it 
worth Ins while to manufacture ; andthisUgl^ 
rate 18, of couise, paid only w%eii laboitr 
cult to be had.*' ^ ^ ^ 

We cannot wait till that time,” said Clank, 
If we waited till a war or a finder carried off 
pitei'of oi«r numbers, it would do little good i for 
iliibiia ard plenty pf young ones growing IWe 
mm hesifr ourmhi^ m if a sts»ke wi&^ 
do as WaB. The plague trooid no^ 4 j^ubt ba mojre 
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to gWlemW, ^ as img ^ it <Iid not 
stop their Aa^afiteltii^ lihe a st*;ike; but the 
poor mjU9t{l9iise iheupaelves by such moans as tire 
their own hijjnda* and not wait for a judgtneiit 

of *■ ^ 

»‘I quite agree nrfthjon,’^ said Mr. Went^ 
worth. “Providence would have risen guide 
thlimtelvcs by itp usual course, anditot by un*- 
ccWnW aceideW. Bat I doubt whether a strike 
b obe of fo« »M^ns which will gain your point. 
It deaW your case worse in the 

begmmng. A strike work* tlie 

way'forywt it tioes notde- 

erfstot your numtoe^ anit it do 
cafdtal which^b to'lhahitaiuiiyoiu^ 

Clack ^rould .bear nothfcg agaiiiM; e strike. 
liSt ilie masters aU give thetonm w^ageaens Slliottf 
or pfepare for a strike* Badkcr to fiienee tli© 
orator ^hw with hope of ifiioh benefit Irom the 
obsermtlW) Gibson said that a pernicious multK 
plication of hands took jilace from the big 
piecers being allowed to sjiin. The masters fur 
the most-iMirt hkad fliat they shemW, because they 
soon got to em| 5 lby them to spin at less wages; 
Mid toe n^ipy of the men liked it, also, because 
^em jto)|foia and some wouid even sit 
dojrn\to read, U^lc their ftoeers were looking 
after the • bul» jt weemed to him very l«i|^ 

th2^',ttsad sphtovia ^^liOuld be eotnetoxios tw 
while pbeers wciepaaclising foeif bwaltoiai 

aais thought tiM*>riy regulMiuh 

kbd^Gibton wbhed fowt wpvkl dhly har^ wi%ht 
effect ^ It ptot i% 




]s,e»p*4lowu file 

bef ve(|dhred ta.en«UAt» A vwieni wagea."^ ^ 

Clack wqM iiMt be^Mrted any Innjp^ 
the plain ansvier to kia plain question,^l¥oii^ 
Messrs* ^d^iniev and T(owe raise theirtt^ages io 
fiiliotfa iCatc 2 Howe too& a long pmeVof Bhiiff 
to avoids answering. Mdrtinier sat bo^ t^yrigikt 
with his arm folded, and repHed^^ Certalidy 
not.'’ Not a word more could he got Wt ef 
him. Otiiers of the masters iried madicilai 

E ysing that Elliot amd should mdtl 

rvay, tliatis, at MV. Wentwftrtlfs fid;et bW 
this proposal waa rejected byalP^riiat/" JBHiotl 
said he left these things lotW|pOple undterhiih*; 
but he believed his cl^ wa% ‘ popidar With tho 
operatives, and wislied for ndiQwiango any more 
than* himself; so that he should not reduee. 
Mortimer would not be dictited to by a moh; 
and the representotiives of tlijS * n>db^ disdlire^ 
their intention of calling Wenjiworth to Uecohtit, 
when they had done W’lth Matttmer, and tbSt kis 
rate must not therefore bO proposed for adoption.*^ 
And thus tite matter was no nearer being setitted 
tlian before. 

“ Pray is it tru6,” inquired Mortitner, 
youihave talked of rooting me out ?** ' 

* 4* psufikM thing lias been mentioned iiV'privdl^f 

Alien, ♦‘hut imjUqdiatefy sieouteoi 
nevefr .proposed at aany p^lic meeting/ 
npt he mntbbed at^in, ^ dare say.** ^ 
! ^youMve mi*e''ptudei[tce llfam I 'gate" 
yoUj^eredit you hidi^d$b thw 

trial, ndglltMdi^ hjr^leaVuiiidg 
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place* Ten. wimM soon fmye knoim wlial^ 

€0mes of (lidaiingto us ” ^ 

,^ht8 a signal for Clack to renew his 
^e^POtcfry, The peace-niakers on both aides found 
it was* time to separate, as U>ere ecemecl no 
cht^ce of coming to any agreement. The three 
men made their l)ow and withdrew,—Allen with a 
heavy heart, leaving the masters to agree that 
the affair must be gone tlirougli witli hrinness 
^nd temper; that is, some wore for firmness, and 
aotne for lemjier.. Mortimer was annoyed at 
heihg exposed to annoyance from people so much 
beneath him; and Wentworth and otliers tlioiight 
tlmi the shortest yg^y to a good issue w^as to re¬ 
gard the olairns of the people with respect, tJieir 
mistakes with gentleness, and their distresses with 
compassion. 

. Before Allen could speak a w’ord in reply to 
the ‘ fenquirica of his e^ager companions, Clack 
began in a strain of indignation to j)ronounce 
him a trimmer, for having answered Mortimer as 
he did about the proposal to root liim out The 
men being disposed at the moment to listen to 
everything that regarded the puniidiment of 
MoTtiincr, were haid upon Alien, though not so 
abusive as Clack. Allen kept his temper, stood 
the brunt of that to which his rectitude c^f^prin'- 
cipie ex])Osed him, stayed till Uie business of the 
evening' was finisln^, and jLh<*n pondered, Ju|^ 
way homcy the hard chance by which he 
posad to the displeasure if the masters^ 
Teasonablen'ess of his" com routes, and the tiiuid 
complaints of Ids wiftk AlJen^ was :^ot made 

for ambitiQU. * . ^ . 
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Before the operatiires separated, it waa agtaed 
that all employed at a lower *rate of Wafj’es.t^o 
Elliott’s siioold taro out the next motuiirg^ 
except the children, whose inaintenaooo 
cost so miich .that it was desirable they 
earn as long as allowed to do so. Meefin^s 
were to be held from day to day, first to appoint 
a fresh‘committee, and afterwards to take^meo* 
Bures for securing assistance from fellow-lahdurorS 
at a distance. 

Bray, who had taken care that the naeeting 
should not want for harmony of one kind At 
least during its sitting, hetdok himself at its cloae 
to the York Hotel, just wltAli the mAsiera were 
dispersing, and with some degree of impudence 
stated his desire to bo impartial, and his readiness 
to drum the gentlemen lioine, if they would 
pleuvse to marshal themselves, as he had played 
In front of the men in the riiorning.. Elliott 
called for a waiter to turn the fellow away, and 
Wentvvortli observed that he feared his travels 
had not improved the quality of his wit. 


Chapter VI. 


NIGHT AND MORNING. 

“ How is Martha ?” was Allen’s first inquiry on 
ineeting his wife at the head of the stairs. 
Martha had been asleep When he had returned in 
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the middle of tl>e day; it was now her turn 
for nigikt-wijirk at .the factory, and what refit she 
had* must be taken in the day. Her mother said- 
th^ her,lameness was much the same; that she 
haJi l^een Mr* Dawson* tlie apothecary, who pro- 
nouncedthat rest vyas what her weak lijnbs most 
required ; and that* as perfect rest was out.of the 
guesUoii, her mother must bandage the joints 
while the clxild was at her w^ork, and keep her 
laid oh hpr bed at home. Hero wastlie difficulty, 
heir mother said, especially while Hannah was 
With her, for they were both fond of play when 
poor Martha was not too tired to stir. She was 
now gone to her work for the night. 

The little girl repaired to the factory, sighing 
at the thought of the long hours that must ])ass 
before she could sit down or breathe the fresh air 
again. She had been as willing a child at her 
work as could be, till lately; but since she had 
grown sickly, a sense of hardship had come 
over her, and she was seldom Ijappy. She was 
very industrious, and disposed to be silent at her 
occupation; so that she was liked by her em¬ 
ployers, and had nothing more to complain of 
than the necessary fatigue and disagrecablencss 
of the work. She would not have minded it for 
a few hours of the day; but to be shut ,up a.11 
day, or else all night, without any time to nurse 
the baby or play with her companions, was too 
much for a little girl of eight years old. She 
had never been so sensible of this as since her 
renewed acquaintance with Hannah* l^iis 
night, when tlie dust from the cotton made 
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het cough, when the stthell i^d the heet brou^t 
OB sickness and faintness, atid the ineeSi^iit 
whizzing and whirling oF the wheels gave her 
the feeling of being in a dream, she remembered 
that a part of Iflannah’s business waft to on 
broad roads or through green ilelds by her 
father's side, listening to the stories he amused 
her with, and to sit on a stile or under a trOe to 
practice a new tune, or get a better dinner thrab 
poor Martha often saw. She forgot that 
Hannah was sometimes wettlirough, at scorched 
hy the sun, as her coin])lexion, brown as a 
gipsy’s, showed ; and that Hannah liad no home 
and no mother, and very hard and unpleasant 
work to do at fairs, and on particular occasions. 
About rniduighl, when Martha remembered that 
all at home were probably sound asleep, she could 
not resist the temptation of restiiig ner aching 
limbs, and sat down, trusting to make up after¬ 
wards for lost time, and taking care to be on her 
feet wlicn the overlooker passed, or when any 
one else was likely to watch lier. It is a dan¬ 
gerous thing, however, to take rest with the 
intention of rousing oneself from lime to time; 
and so Martha found. She fairly fell asleep 
after a time, and dreamed that she was attending 
very diligently to her work ; and so many things 
besides passed through her mind daring the tWb 
minutes that she slept, that when the overlooker 
laid his hand upon her shoulder, she started and 
was afraid she was going to be scolded for a long 
fit of idleness. But she was not hatahly 
spoken to. 
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^ child ^ how long :lia»v^ you 

boen asleep 

•* I don’t know. I thought I was awake aU 
the thne.” And Martha began to cry. 

Well, don’t cry. I was past just now, and 
yOu were busy enough; but don’t sH down; 
better not, for fear you should drop asleep again/' 
, Martha thought she liad escaped very well; 
and winking and rubbing her eyes, she began to 
limp, forwards and use her trembling hands. 
The overlooker watched her for a few moments^ 
and told her she was so industrious in general 
that he should be sorry to be hard upon her; but 
»he knew that if she was seen flagging over her 
work, the idle ones would make it an excuse to 
do so too. Martha curtsied, and put new vigour 
into her work at this praise. Before he went on 
in his rounds, the overlooker pointed to the, 
window and told her morning was coinc. 

It was a strange scene lliat the dawn shone 
tipon. As the grey light from the east mingled with 
the flickering, yellow glare of the lamps, it gave a 
tnottlcd, dirty appearance to every thing ; to the 
pale-faced children, to the unshaved overlooker, 
to the. ioadetl atmosphere, and even to the ])roduce 
of the wheels. 

When a bright sunbeam shone in through the 
window, thickened with the condensed breath of 
the work-people, and showed the oily steam rising 
through tbe-heated room, the lamps were extin¬ 
guished, to the great relief of those who found 
the place growing too like an oven to be much 
longer tolerable. The sunbeams rested now on 
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the ceilings and M^ttba' that they miitt 
travel ddwn to the flodr and he tiirned ftdi an hit 
frame and soirc way past it, before slid could he 
released ; but still it was a comfort that naoming 
was come. 

She observed that the overlooker fteqtict^y 
went out and came back again, and that thete 
was a great deal of consultation among 
betters as the hours drew on, A breath of fresh 
air came in now and then from below, and news 
went round that the gates were already open, 
hours earlier than usual, rjcsently the tramp of 
heavy feet was heard, like that of the weavers 
and s])inners coming to their daily work. Martha^ 
looked up eagerly to the clock, supposing that 
the time had passed (j[uickor than she had been 
avvaiv of; but it was onlv four o’clock. What 

■ tj 

could bring the people to their work so early ? 
They could scarcely Imve mistaken th6 htmr 
from tlio brightness of the morning, for it had 
now cloiuh'd over, and was raining a soaking 
shower. More news went round. Those who 
had arrived had barely escaped being wa^daid 
and punished for coming to work after a strike 
liad been proclaimed. They had been purstJed 
to the gates and very nearly caught, and must 
now slay where they were till nightfall, as they 
could net safely appear in broad daylight, going 
to and returning fiom their dinners. Many 
wondered that they had ventured at all, and all 
prophecied that they must give up to the witl‘ of. 
the Union if they wished to be safe. The over¬ 
looker, finding much excitement prevailing on tbo 
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circulation of the news^ commantled silence, oh- 
feerving that it was no concern of any of tlie 
children present. Tliere was no strike of the 
children, and tliey would be permitted to go and 
come without hinderance. Martha determined to 
get away the first moment she could, and to 
meet her father, if possible, that he miglit not 
encounter any troublesome ixjople for her sake, 
Allen was watching the moment of release ns 
anxiously for his little dauglUer as she could 
have done for herself, and he was to the full as 
weary as she. Oii the previous evening he had 
carried liomc paper and pens, preferring to write 
the necessary, letters at his own dwelling to 
spending the night at the Spr'iacl Eagle. He 
got his wife to clear and wipe down the deal table, 
when she had put all the children to bed; and 
then, he sat down to compose a pattern letter, 
stating the circumstances which had led to a 
strike, and urging an appeal to their fellow- 
workmen in distant places for aid in the struggle 
which might be deemed a peculiarly important 
one. Having tolerably well satisfied liitiiself 
that the letter was the proper thing, he read it to 
Lis admiring wife, who by turns smiled because 
she was proud of her husband, and sighed to 
think how perilous an office he had undertaken. 
She then went to bed and was soothed to sleep 
by the scratching of his nicely-mended pen. 
From this time all was silence in tlie apartment, 
except the occasional crackle when Allen folded 
his paper, or the cautious taking up and laying 
iwii of the snuffers when the long candle-wick 
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crave4 snuffing, or the passing squalls , of th® 
bM)y however, allowed himself fo l)o so 
quickly hushed as not materially to di^tb Ibe 
scribe. ' ' " 

Wli^ nearly twenty copies of his Bsad 
been written; eacli varyinga little from the originat, 
according to the differing circumstances of those 
to whom it was addressed, Allen was s6 weaiy^ 
that he could write no longer without some re* 
fresbrneiit. He put out his light, and "opened 
the window for a miilute to breathe the fresh afr* 
The pattering of the rain wakened his wife, who 
roused herself to fret over the weather and 
wonder how Martha was to get home. Her 
husband told lier he meant to go for the child, 
and would carry a shawl to wrap her up in. If 
Mary bad known what lions were in her hus¬ 
band’s path, she would not have let him go. 

There was but one man visible when Allen 
went forll), and he was walking rapidly at some 
distance. It was Hare,—who, having never been 
well disposed towards a turn-out, and being sup^ 
ported in liis dislike of it by his wife, hoped to 
avoid mischief and continue his earnings by 
going to the factory before people should be 
looking for him, and doing his work as usual, 
without talking about wages to anybody. Such 
devices did not suit the purposes of the Union, 
and were guarded against, as in all similar cases. 
Hare thought it just possible that he might meet 
with opposition, and looked as far befote him as 
his eyes could reach ; hut he did not suspect an 

ambush on either hand. When he continued in 
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lh« ditHsfetion, however, so as to render it 
certain that he was making for the fadtoty, six 
men isstied, one by one, from opposite alleys, and 
formed ^ line across the street. Hare’s itatne 
was shouted to sortie one still concealed, coupled 
ivith a question whetlier he was under contract. 

Having received their answer, they coolly told 
fiieir trembling fellow-workman that as he bad not 
the pretence of any contract, and was nevertheless 

S oing to work at' an unfair price, he must be 
ucked. They had a rope ready, and would deliver 
him up to be dragged through the river. 

Hare turned from one to aiiothfir with as 
large a variety of excuses as he could invent at 
the moment. Among the rest, he vowed that he 
came to watch who would be wicked oiiougb to 
go to work at this same factory after liaving 
sworn to strike. He was laui^licd at, let off 
with a roll in the kennel and vvith being bunted 
part of the way liome, whither lie ran to seek 
refuge with his wife in panting terror, and pre¬ 
senting a woeful sj)ectaole of disgrjtce. He 
perhaps owed it to bis known cowardice that he 
fared no worse; as his companions were well 
assured he was sulficicntly daunted not to at- 
temjit to cheat tiicm a second time. 

Allen proceeded at his best jiace w'hile this 
judgment was being inflicted on Hare, never 
supposing that lie could be suspected of taking 
work unfairly ; but, like all eminent men, be bad 
bis enemies, and these chose to take for granted 
that he could not be going to the factory W’itli 
any honest design. Sc was seized, girded witii 
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the a»d hauled 

tIipugl:r.J^vpi?oclac(Hl the 
to call wittiesscH^ QfXii used all tKc 
qowU commjmd. His laat yesourq© w^t 'iq * 
explain thifct the supplies from a disjtaiice .jpfjurt 
be delayed if ahy* \mm happ<^ped to him; Npldi 
occasioned a short pause, during, whietj the 
niglit-chikhen came forth from the factoty. Ooo: 
of the anibuslj, who had some sense of justipe, 
and wished to find out the truth about ABen, ra%: 
up to Martl>a, as soon as she appeared, and befori^; 
she could Know what had liappjmed, and ^-skei' 
her whether her father was init iate ill coming 
to work this morning ? 

‘‘ Tie is not coming to work at all,” said tho 
child: “ but lie said be would come for me* 




Perliaps the rain made him stay at home/' 

■ Tliis testiniony released Allen, and ^ 4!sap* 
pointed some of the lads who stood roupd of a 
frolic, v/ljieli they had desired to fill up the time 
till tliey coultl proceed to a frolic of a different 
kind. Tiiev looked up at the clouds, and hoped 
the rain would not make the pcirson cheat'them. 
They were going to be' married. Se^ral had 
begun to think of this some time before (as 
and lasses that work together in factories are 
W'ont to do) ; and this seemed the very time, - 
when they had a holiday they did not know what 
to do with, and were sure, they believed, of jfept 
glnlUngs a week a6 long as the torn’^out sho^tl 
last. So, amid the warninfr looks of olderly 
friends, pud the remonstrances of paitjnis wli|» 
justly thought this'worst possible ^ 
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upon- 

^^ngf oau|jk» tlitW wiin 

Iq ^tfi3%lk3^r, and sxidppecKth^ar fingers ait tlie 
.^lergymf^ci behind las' back because nis^ carefbl 
cMkjiuirites brought to iiglit no c%tii^ wbgi^ the bo- 
liSmnbalaon of matrimony {iroceed. ^ 

^ L**. 
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Chapter VIL 

% 

A committee; 

.. t ' 

li 

*• 'I 

This was an eventful day. Tlje aiasters puh- 
j^abed a placard, (not, however, signed by all,) 
■tfaeeafeiaiiig to tmn off every man in; their ent- 
ploy^ Vbo Biiould continue, after a certahi day, to 
belong to the Union. Tlic effect was exactly 
what w wisest of them expected ; the turn-out 
became'general; and tlie woi kmen, being exas- 
pemted^ put new vigour into all their proceedings.' 
Their Cienwnittec was enlarged and instructed to 
jait dailyv^ J>elegates were despatched on tours 
' to .distant places, .witli authority to tell tlie tale, 

' and collect nypplicM; and the people at homd 
cqwfspnted to receive^ for their weekly maihte^ 
nt) more tJ/ah l^alf what the joui^g bridei' 
grains haad settled as^ the; probable 
ISvo abillin^ a >veeTt w^s to,]^ ajlowed as Idpg 
as &e.children remai#^,at,worl^; .mfd intense twt 

»trm Was'to bo&^ 
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created hi praportion to the onpability. of 
fund. Weekly meeting® were ordered to be bel^ 
in St, George’s Fields, at which any one sliould be 
welcome to attend; and it was agreed that it 
would be worth while going to some expense to 
have the proceedings of the body made public 
through the newspapers. 

Allen was strotigly in favour of having only 
three members of the Committee sit daily for the 
dispatch of common business; viz., the trea¬ 
surer, secretary, and one of the other members, 
in roiation, for the sake of a casting vote. He 
knew enough of such Committees to believe that 
ill-natured tittle-tattle was particularly apt to find 
its way into them, and that quarrels between 
mastcis and men were often kept up by these 
means long aftrT tijey would naturally have died 
out; and that a weekly sitting, at which the 
three members should be accountable for all they 
had done, would be sufficient for the interests of 
the association. The proposal gave offience, 
however; some supposing that he wanted to 
keep the j)0\ver in few hands, others being un¬ 
willing to enjov the pomp and privilege of their 
offi ce no oftener than once or twice a week*- 
and some honesily thinking that the voices ofalL 
wore wantinl for the decision of questions daily 
arising. Allen v/ouhi have cared little for las 
motion being rejeclod; but, in spile of all the 
allowance be strove to make, it vexed him to the 
heart to hear evil motives assigned for every 
proposition which did not please the people. He 
often said to himself that it must be a very dlf* 
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f&rmt thing to sit in a comnnittee of gentlemen 
where 6|>inlbns are treated as <>pinions, (i. e.^ as 
having no moral qualities, and to be accepted or 
reject^ according to their expediency,) and in a 
corntniltee of persons who expose their deficiencies 
of education by calling all unkind or foolish who 
differ from themselves. Such remarks appeared 
to Allen to proceed from the same spirit which 
tortured martyrs in former days, and proscribed 
the leaders of a combination in the present. 

Any one committee-meeting afforded a pretty 
fair specimen of all. Sometimes there were 
more letters than at others, sometimes larger, 
sometimes smaller remittances than had been 
expected, and occasionally none at all. Some¬ 
times there was a dearth of gossip about tlie 
sayings and doings of the masters, and then 
again an abundance of news of spiteful devices 
and wilful inisrejiresentations and scornful say¬ 
ings, for which there sliould he a sure retribu¬ 
tion, But the same features distinguished all; 
and one sketch will therefore desciiho iIk^ whole. 

A little before ten, the committee-men might 
be seen tending towards St. George’s road. They 
could win iheir way but slow ly, for they wore 
continually waylaid by one or another who had 
some very important suggestion to make, or 
question to answer; or a piece of news to tell 
whicli would soond well in committee. Allen 
was the most sore beset. 

“ Lord! Allen, what work yours must be 
with such a many letters to write! Why, it must 
cost a mint of money to pay postage,” 
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** All for the cause, you hnow. g0i 

will you ? 1 aui rather late " 

Not a clock has struck yet, man, and I W^tto 
know whether it’s true about the large order ibat’a 
gone to Glasgow because Elliott can't execute it/' 

“ All true, perfectly true. Good bye/' 

“Well, but have you seen Elliott since? 
Lord! T should love to sec him look chap*&lleii 
when he finds the power is with us.*‘ 

“ 'Tis for us to look chop-fallen* I think,'' 
said Allen, trying to disengage his button; 
“ where’s the power if more such orders go the 
same way ? ” 

“ Stop, Allen, one thing more. Do you know, 
several of us are of a mind that it is a disgrace 
to the Union that WooUer, with Ids large family, 
has no more on a pay-day than Briggs/' 

“ Briggs has a sick wife, and his childrea are 
too young to work.’^ 

“ Woollcr must have more, however, and 
that you’ll find to your cost, if you don't take 
care. Pretty encouragement to tuni out, in- 
deed, if sucli a man as he is to be sacrificed to . 
worse men than himself!” 

“ Let him carry his complaint to the proper 
place, if he is discontented. The committee 
ordered iiis allovvaiice, and it is they must alter 
it, not I.” 

Allen now thought he had made his escape ; 
but his gossip called after him that he Had some¬ 
thing to tell him on which the whole fate of the 
strike depended. Allen w^as all ear in a moment. 
It was said, and on very good authority, thattlie 

u 2 
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IWasters would uever employ a Manchester man 
again. They had sent to Glasgow and to Bel¬ 
fast, and all over England, and if they could not 
get workmen enouglr by these means, tliey would 
Wing them in troops from abroad. 

Who told you this V* said Allen, laughing. 

“ Thafs between him and me/’ replied trie 
gossip mysteriously ; “ but you may rely upon 
it, it is true/’ 

Aye, we have been told so Itwice a day since 
we turned out,*’ said Allen; ** but that is np reason 
why we should believe it. l"ou might as well 
tell me they mean to take their mills on their 
backs and march over the sea to America.” 

“ You may laugh, sir, but Tm far from as 
sure as you that we are not going to ruin.” 

I am sure of no such tiling,^* replied Allen. 
“ 1 tvish I were : but if we are ruined, it will not 
be by French people spinning in Cliorlton Eow/’ 
A knot of smokers, each with as much to 
say, stood or lolled about the door of llic Spread- 
Eagle. Allen looked at the window of tlio com- 
. mittce-room, and wished he could have got in 
that way ; but there was no escape from the file 
of questioners. Several of his companions were 
ready to tei! him tliat lie was late, when he at 
length took his seat at the end of the table, and 
began to arrange his papers. 

“ I know it; hut I left home half an hour 
since. 1 liave been stopped by the way.** 

“ And so you always will be. You’re so soft, 
man, you’re not fit for office if you can’t say 


no. 


f i> 
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Dooley, the representative of the |rUh 
loom weavers, here took op Alien's 3erencife, 
urginf? that it would be too bard if the people oMit 
of office niigh*. not make their remarks to those 
w ho were in; and tliat a secretary must be as 
stony-hearted as the last sjxjaUer J;o refuse thetia 
a hearing. 

Come, come; to business," cried Allen,'to 
stop the dispute, But first shut tlie door. 
Brown, and make every one knock that wantt^ to 
come in. If they won’t obey at once, slip the 
bolt. We must preserve the dignity and quiet of 
the C’ommitlee." 

“ O, by all mmiuor of means," said the Irish- 
man, sitting down demurely at the board, and 
twirling his tliumbs ; “ it jmts me in mind of the 
wav liis honour set us to play when tve were 
children- 

\ 

“ I liave here a letter from number three," 
Allen began, as if all had been silence, who 
has prosecuted liis journey successfully as far as 
Halifax, from whence he hopes to transmit, in 4 
post or two, a sum nearly as large as was con¬ 
tributed hy that place to the Bradford strike. Jfc 
will gratify you, I am sure, to know with how 
much friendly anxiety our fellovv-lahourers watch 
the result of our present noble struggle; and I 
trust you ill agree with me that their sugges*. 
lions arc entitled to our respectful attention. 
Dooley, be so good as read the letter to 
Committee, while I look what must he brought 
forward next." 

“ Withraalpleasure, Mr. {Secretary; but first 

H 3 
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I’ll take lave to wet my throat with a little ale 
or spirits. It’s dry work reading and advising, 
and a clear sin to keep so many men shut u]) on 
a summer’s day with not a drop to help their 
wdts.” 

“ Whatevor is ordered is at your own cost, 
remember,” said Allen; and J would recom¬ 
mend your going elsewhere to refresh yourself. 
Meanwhile, will some one else have the good¬ 
ness to road llie letter now under consideration ?” 

After much complaint and discussion, Dooley 
was prevailed on to be quiet and let the business 
go forward. Having first loaded Allen wiili abuse 
and then with praise, be tried to behave well, 
much in the same way as if his priese had put 
him under penance. 

The letter in question and some others having 
been discussed and dismissed with due decorum, 
a member brought before the notice of bis fellow- 
workmen a calumny vvhich be believed bad been 
widely circulated, and wbicli was likely to impair 
the credit of the association, and tlms to d('privc 
them of the countenance of their distant friends 
and of all chance of reconciliation with tlie 
masters. It was said and believed- 

A push at the door, “ Who is there ?” 

“ Only Tom Hammond.’' 

** Learn what lie wants.” 

Tom Hammond only thought be would look 
in and sec whether it was a full committee-day, 
and bow they got on: which thought only occa 
sioned the door to be shut in bis face, and the 
delivery of an admonition to go about bis own 



business and leave other people to manage thew 
in quiet. 

“ Well; what was this libel Y* 

It was sa d that the Committee bad takeia 
upon themselves to go round as inspectors, and 
to examine the work done bv all members of tlie 
Union, and determine whether tlie price given 
for it was fair or not, Allen thought it incredible 
that any of the masters could have given heed to 
so absurd a report: but if one instance could be 
br(»ught of its having been actually believed, he 
would be the first to propose some measure of 
efrectual contradiction. 

(dack could wish that the secretary was some- 
wliat less inclined to make light of the infor¬ 
mation brought to the committee by. Bome who 
were as likely to know what was going forward 
as himself. The association was not to lose its 

I 

character because its secretary chose to laugh at 
the foul calumnies circulated against it, and 
wliicli seemed any thing but laughable to those 
who had the honour of the Union really at 
licarl. And so forth. 

The secretary begged to explain tliat nothing 
was furtlier from his intentioi than to risk the 
good hame of the association; and he must 
further assert that no man breathing had its 
honour more at heart Ilian himself. He need 
hut appeal to those who had heard him say but 
just now-. And so forth. 

The result was a resolution that a paper should 
be drawn up and presented to tlie masters, con¬ 
taining an explanation of what Uie pffice of tbit 
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eommittee consisted in ; viz .not in deter¬ 
mining tKe value of work and the rate of wages, 
but in managing the affairs of the turn-out after 
the strike had been actually made;—in collecting 
and distributing money, and conducting the cor¬ 
respondence and accounts. 

While Allen was consulting his companions 
about the wording of this letter, the rub-a-dub of 
a drum, accompanying slirill piping, was lieard 
approacliing from a distance, and presently the 
sounds of merriment frCm witliout told that 
Bray was among tlie smokers on the outside. 
Sometimes a rumble and screech seemed to show 
that the unskilful were trying his instruments, 
and then it appeared from tlie heavy tread and 
rfmfiiing of,feet tliat some were dancing liorn- 
ptpes under his iustniclions. Dooley soon started 
up. 

“ Let us have Bray in here. He^Jl put a 
little life in us, for all this is as dull as sitting at 
a loom all day. We make it a point of honour, 
you know, not to trample on a fallen man. We 
let Bray come and go as if he was still one of 
us, poor cratur."' 

Wait till he comes,” said Allen. “ tie is 
thinking no more of us at this moment than we 
need think of him.” 

Dooley returned to his seat with the mock 
face of a chidden child, and. walking as softly as 
if he trod on eggs, twirling his thumbs as before. 
He liad not long to wait for his diversion. Bray 
suddenly made a lodgment in the window, sit¬ 
ting' astride on the sill with his drum balanced 
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before bini ^and playing with all his inigfat» m aa 
almost to deafen those within. When he satw 
the-vexed countenances of two or three of the, 
men of business, he ceased, dropped into tho. 
room, rolled his drum into a corner, flung UuS 
belled cap behind it, and said,—r 

“ Don’t scold me, pray. Ill make it all up 
yon. I’ll have bars put up at the windows at 
my own cost to, prevent any more idle fejlowa 
dropping in n{)on you when yon have made all 
safe at the doon Moreover, I will give you the 
benefit of my best wisdom at this present time^ 
AVluit’s the matter inrhand T‘ 

The Committee found their advantage in the 
consideration wliich made them admit Bray to 
their councils, though he had no longer any con¬ 
nexion with their affairs. IIis natural shrewdness 
and travelled wisdom were valuable helps* upon 
occasion. When the terms of the disclaimegr 
were agreed upon, Bray .told them he had some¬ 
thing of importance to say, and he should say it 
out as plainly as he had heard it, since he hoped 
they were all men, all possessed of resolution ’^ 
cnougl) to bear what might be said of them, and 
to surrender their own gratification for the 
public good. 

Clack was the first to give a vehement assent. 
With his hand on his heart, he protested that he 
would take his heart in his liand and give it to be 
toasted at the hangman’s fire, if it. would do the 
cause any good. All with different , degrees of 
warmth declared their readiness to sacrifice or 
to be sacrificed, Allen’s assent was given the 
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laet and least confidently, though without 
hesitation. He had inwardly flinched on first 
hearing Bray’s portentous words, but the recol¬ 
lection that he had already devoted himself, re¬ 
stored his firmness and prepared him for whatever 
might be coining. He would have flinched no 
more, even had Bray’s story concerned himself 
instead of another. 

“ I have been a pretty long round this morn¬ 
ing,” said Bray, “ and among other places to Mid¬ 
dleton, and there some good fellows and I had a 
pot of ale. Who should come in there but a tra¬ 
veller who deals, I am told, with several firms in 
this place. Well: he heard us talking about the 
strike, and not liking, seemingly, to overhear 
without speaking, like a spy, he joined in with 
us, and talked like a very sensible man,—more 
so than I should have expected, considering how 
much he has clearly been wdth tlie masters,” 

“ You never miss a stroke at your old enemies, 
Bray.” 

As long as they are enemies to me and such 
as me, I shall give them a hit at every turn. 
Well, this gentleman told us that he could 
speak to the dispositions of the masters, if any 
one could; and lie was positive that if the men 
would take one step, they would soon have over¬ 
tures from the masters. ‘ If,’ said he, ‘ they 
will prevent Clack from having anything to do 
with their strike, the masters will begin to come 
round from that moment’ ” 

“ Turn me out!” exclaimed Clack. “ Prevent 
fjlj^ having anything to do-” 
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Bray pursued as if Clack a hundred mile^ 
off, ‘‘ * They think that fellow/ says he, ‘ a 
vulgar speechifier that knows nothing about the 
matter in dispute, and is only fit to delude tha 
more ignorant among the spinners iind to libel 
the masters. Send him back into the crowd 
where his proper place is, and then you will seo 
what the masters have to say to the Com¬ 
mittee/ 

Allen endeavoured to stop remarks which it 
must be painful enough to Clack to liear under 
any form, and which were made needlessly offen¬ 
sive by Bray, who was rathcJr glad of tlie oppor¬ 
tunity of giving a set down to the miaohief- 
maken Clack w^as necessarily soon stopped also 
by general consent. lie raged and vowed revenge 
in such a style that it was plainly right to dismiss 
him now if it had not been so before. He could 
no longer be trusted willi any degree of power 
against the masters, if the Committee wished to 
preserve their character for impartiality. As 
soon as he could be persuaded to leave the room 
to have liis case considered, it was agreed to 
recommend him to resign, if he wished to avoid 
being regularly deposed at the next public 
meeting. He preferred the appeal to the public ; 
and his companions could only hojKS that the 
masters would hear of what had passed, and 
would take the will for the deed. 

It was next proposed by a member of the 
Committee that a sum of money should be pre¬ 
sented to Allen in consideration of his services; 
and he had the pain of hearing himself lauded at 
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flie expeiiBie of Ciaek, according to what seemed 
the general rule, to admire one man in proportion 
to the contempt with which another w^as treated. 
If Rowe was railed at, Wentworth was praised; 
if Clack was complained of. Alien was imme¬ 
diately extolled.* Being aware of this, Allen 
would have declined the gift, if for no other 
reason than that a fit of generosity tniglit be 
transient: but he had other reasons for refusing 
to listen tp all mention of a gift;. He chose to 
keep his disinterestedness beyond ail qitestion; 
and he feared that the funds were about to 
decline on the whole, tliough liberal contributions 
W'ere looked for from })artieular places. 

To stop further argument, wliich he intended 
should bo unavailing, he returned brief tha)iks to 
his companions and broke up the Committee. 


Chapter VIII. 

$ 

A TKTE-A-TKTE. 

1 

It was the policy of the Committee to hold tlic 
public meetings of the workmen on pay-days, in 
order that they might ap|>ear on the green re- 
freshed ai)d in good spirits, and thus give the 
masters the most favourable impression possible 
of their resources and of the vigour witli Which 
they meant to mainUiin tlic strike. This ar¬ 
rangement had not the eflbct of raising llie 
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spirits of the leaders. Pay-day was au amicnis and 
painful day to them. In addition to all the sad 
stories of distress which they must hw, and tlie 
discontent vvhidi they must witness, thjsre was a 
perpetual dread of the fund appearing to deellrle, 
and of the confidence of the people hektg thai^ 
fore shaken. It was frequently necessa^ to 
borrow money,-^sometimes as much as a hundred 
pounds at a time,—^on the security of what was 
to come in during the next week ; and even tliose 
least disposed to foresight could not help asking 
tliemselves and each other what was to be done 
next time, if the remittances,of the week should 
not superabound, 

Allen was turning these things over in his 
mind as he proceeded to tfje Spread-Eagle on 
tlie morning of the day when Clack was expected 
to be dismissed from the Committee by the 
public voice. News was afloat which did not 
tend to cheer his spirits, though he thought he 
discerned in it a sign that the measures already 
taken couccniing Clack were prudent, Ann 
Howlctt, Clack’s betrothed, liad been taken up 
on a charge of breach of contract, and had been 
committed to }>rison by the magistrate. This 
woman iiaviug, been singled out' as., an example 
seemed to indicate enmity against Clack; and if 
it was indeed necessary to projutiate the masters 
by sacrificing liirn, it was well that the sacrifice 
was ohered by the Committee before the arrest 
of the woman, instead of in consequence of it. A 
more painful piece of intelligence followed. Im» 
mediately after this arrest, a carrier, 'who 

I 
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conveying work into the country for Mortimer 
and Rowe, was attacked on his way out of the 
town, his cart ransacked, himself heaten, and the 
work carried off in triunfiph. Ten or twelve men 
had been concerned in tlie outrage; and it was 
at?knowledgCd that they belonged to tlie Union ; 
hut Allen in vain attempted to learn who they 
were. His integrity was' so well known, that it 
was understood that he would deliver the offen¬ 
ders up to justice, be they who they might; and 
therefore, though many knew, no one would tell. 
Mute signs and obscure hints conveyed that 
Clack headed tlie enterprise ; hut nothing in the 
shape of evidence was offered. 

Mr. Rowe was standing at his window when 
Allen*^ gossips left lum to pursue his way. The 
gentleman threw up tlie sash, looked cautiously 
up and clown the street to ascertain whether he 
Wks observed, and then mysteriously beckoned 
to Allen to come into the house. 

“ What do YOU want with me, sir?’* 

“ I want a little conversation witli you, that’s 
all. Can’t you come in for a quarter of an 
hour?" 

“ in could find any one to take my place at 
the board," replied Allen, who thought that some 
overture mi^ht be coming. “If you will let me 
step to the Spread-Eagle or write a note, 1 am 
at your servic e/' 

The plan of writing a note was preferred, on 
condition that /Vilen should not say whence or 
why he wrote. He saw that the gentleman 
glanced over his shoulder, to see whether he kept 
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word< and turning sharp jrpund, held up ftp 
paper in Rowe’s face, saying, 

‘‘ There is honour on the part of us meni 1 
assure you, sir, whatever suspicion there is on the 
part of you gentlemen. Read the note, if yon 
please/' 

Rowe did as he was desired, disclaimhg 
picion, of course, and getting entaiT^d iti -a 
complimentary speech which Alien Wteiicrf I;© 
very quietly, waiting with his arms by |iis m&i 
for the end of it. 

As ail ending did not come readily, boWevet, 
the gentleman broke off in order to ^nd the 
note. He gave a penny to a cldld in (he i^eet 
to carry the note to tlie Spread-Eagle, and run 
away directly without saying where he came 
from ; and then returning, made AUen sit down 
and take a glass of ale,—particularly fine ale,— 
such capital ale that the gentleman often indulged 
himself in a draught with a friend* 

Wiien nothing more remained to be said 
about ale, Mr. Rowe sighed, and observed wliat 
a pity it was that people should fall out to their 
mutual injury, and that those who had power to 
reconcile differences should not endeavour to do 
so. 

Allen asked what party was meant by this 
description. 

“ You,” replied Rowe, shaking him warmly 
by the hand. “ You must know, Allen, that 
you can do what you please in the Union ; and 
J only wish you knew how the masters look up 
to you, and respect your manly, moderate con- 

1 2 
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dttet < Any proposition from you would meet 

with attention from both parties; if you would 


** I beg pardon, sir; but you^ forget that 
my proj>ositions are before the masters already, 
And do not meet with attention. My propo- 

Bltfbns are those adopted by the Union- ** 

" r know well enough what they 

are; "but you must bring forward something 
%iew. ' Is thefte' nothing else you can propose 


that we can support without going from our 
Word?” 


. “ Just tell me plainly,” said Allen, “ since 
you seem to like plain speaking: will you yourself 
make a conbession about raising the wages to a 
middle point, if we yield some of our demands of 
equal importance?*' 

Why, you see/’ replied Rowe, edging his 
chair closer, and filling Allen’s glass, “ J don’t 
want to come forw’ard the first in this Idnd of 


thing. Indeed, as a junior partner, I ought not 
fio to commit myself. 1 can’t be the first, you 
Bee ; but I have no objection to be the second. 
Yes, you may, between you and me, depend upon 
my being the second.” 

“Between you and me!” exclaimed Allen, 
laughing. “ That‘leaves me nothing to propose 
to the meeting. See now how they would laugh 
at me!—‘My fellow-workmen, 1 propose that 
we should lower our demands because a person 
(I am not at liberty to say who) offers, betw^een 
liimself and me, to yield in part after others have 
yielded.’ Why, sir, they would jeer me off the 
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stand, or bid me say to their concealed opponent, 
• Thank yon for nothing. If others have yiel(lp 4 
first, we shall owe nothing to you.’ 

“ Well but, Allen, you don’t seem to me %0 
know tlie difficulty I am in, if you use my name, 
You don’t know how unpleasant 

“ Pardon me, sir, I do know. You and 1 
are neither of us men of nerve, Mr. Rowe, and 
so far, you have chosen your listener well. 
Clack would have laughed in your face, by this 
time, and been half way to the Spread-Eagle io 
tell the people tliere all tliat you have been 
saying; but I luve so far a sympathy with you 
that i know the? misery of looking round and 
seeing entanglement with one party or another 
on every side—blame from one cnr another sure 
to come, I know the longing to be somehow 
out of the scrape, the shrinking back with the 
hope of keeping out of sight, the dread of every 
one that comes near lest some )iew diffit^ulty 
should be arising. 1 can pity you, sir, for all 
these feelings, for I have felt them myself.” 

“Have you? have you indeed?” replied 
Rowe, grasping his hand again. “ What a sad 
thing it is for you, then, to be a leader of a turn¬ 
out.” 

“ J am of a difl'erent opinion, sir. Because 
these feelings are natural to some persons, it 
does not follow that they should be indulged. 
It will not do to indulge them, sir, believe «ne. 
We have our duties as well as men of our make 
on the field of battle; and we must surrender 
ourselves, like them, to our duties, or be dis** 
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graced in our own eyes. Happen what will, 
within us or without us, it is for you and me to 
speak out, to act openly, and bear the conse¬ 
quences. You will excuse my freedom/' 

Another grasp of the hand, with a speech 
about the secretary's integrity: upon which 
Allen rose, saying,— 

“ Then as we are of one mind, sir, suppose 
we go together to the meeting, and say what we 
ha\e to say there, instead of shut up in this par¬ 
lour, I believe 1 can promise you a courteous 
hearing." 

** O no, no; that is quite out of the question. 
I have no offer, you know, to make on behalf of 
the masters,—nothing to say that I should ihink 
of oocupying the meeting with.” 

“ Then you can have nothing to say to me, 
sir, since, as ah individual, 1 liave no power to 
negotiate. Good morning, Mr. Rowe/' 

“ Stay a moment, Allen. You understand 
that the men are not to know of this interview ; 
and it is of more importance still that the mas¬ 
ters should not. Promise me, Aden." 

“ I can promise no such thing,” said Allen, 
returning from the door. “ I regard your con¬ 
sent to be the second to raise wages as a con¬ 
cession, and 1 was going to report it to Mr. 
Wentworth." 

** For God's sake don't 1" 

“ I must," said Allen, firmly; and all en¬ 
treaty, all reproach, was in vain. 

At least, don’t give up the name. The fact 
will do just as well witlioul the name. Give me 
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your word to conceal the name till you see me 
again.” 

Out of pure compassion/Allen yielded thus 
far. Mr. Howe itccom panied him to the house* 
dooi, harping upon “ tlie name, the name,” till 
Allen turned round to say gravely, 

“ A promise once given enough, sir, he* 
tween honest men. J nave given }Ou my word,” 
“ True, true, my good friend. It is only a 
trick I have got of repeating my sentences.” 

And the gentleman shut tlie door behind bis 
guc&t, feeling very like a child who has per¬ 
suaded her maid not to tell her governess who 
broke tUe china cup; knowing all the time that 
the mishap must come to hght, and trembling 
every time any one goes near the cupboard. 


^ Qhapte;^ IX 
A PUBLIC MBETINGK 

How much did you fall short to-day?” in*- 
(juircd Allen, as he joined in with a group of 
couimiUcc-mcn going to the meeting. 

Si>ty pounds; but y>c shall make it up 
before throe da} s are over, dq^elid upon it; and, 
besides, the masters will yield as soon as Clack 
is done for, you’ll see. Wentworth, is before us, 
going to the meeting. But what have you been 
about, Allen, playing^truant on pay-day V* 

“ Preaching fortitude and giving a fillip to the 
faint-hearted.” , , . 


V 
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“ As Christian a duty as feeding the hungry 
and easing the poor," observed a companion. 

If Allen is absent from a good deed, you may 
be sure he is doing a better,” 

There was no part of Allen’s duty that he dis¬ 
liked more than opening the weekly meetings. 
The applause discomposed him. He could not, 
like Clack, make a deprecating flourish of the 
hands, or shake his head modestly, or look round 
with a proud smile. He was very apt to fidget, 
and swing his hat, and make a short ungraceful 
bow. As soon as he found this out, he adopted 
one posture, from which he determined not to 
move till the thing was over. He folded his 
arms and drooped ids head upon his breast, and 
so stood as if facing a gust of wind, till the clap¬ 
ping had sunk into silence.—This day, the clap¬ 
ping on his appearance was twice as long and 
twice as vehement as usual, Clack's former po¬ 
pularity bcing transferred to himself. Mr. Wen t- 
worth appeared in time to share his honours, and 
to relieve him from applause, which seemed as 
if it would never end. Clack would fain have 
appropriated both series of cheers; but he could 
nut manage it. As soon as he began to bow 
and look iiaitered, there arose cries of “ Off, off!" 
which strengthened into groans when he at¬ 
tempted to brave them. With a nervous sneer, 
the orator observed to those within hearing that 
his time would soon come, when he would carry 
oft* more cheers than any of them. 

“ Belter put yourself under Allen’s Wing, if 
you want to be clapped,” observed Mr. Went- 
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worth. I conclude it was because I stood 
to hira that they cljeered me to-day, instead of . 
groaning, as lltey did a week ago. We must 
submit to be beholden to Allen*—hey^ Clack?** 
With a look of ineffable contempt, the orator 
withdrew,as far as he could from 
going ovit of' sight, while Mr. Wentwoilh 
down to take a pinch of snuff on the 
waggon in which the speakers were statiOiied; ' 
The object of the meeting waa to oWift 
opinions of the people on certain (jbestions to 
proposed; ^and, in order to put Clack out of the' 
pain of suspense, his affair "was the first brought 
, on. Alien expressed himself in the most mo¬ 
derate terms he could devise, saying that it some¬ 
times happened that the usefulness of ati inch-; 
vidual was not m proportion to liis zeal in tiie 
cause he had espouSied, or to his desire to fulfil its 
duties, espeduHy where the Mkings two opposite 
parties had to be consulted ; that It so happened 
in the present cas^e, that the individuaHiKjuestion 
did not possess the confidence of the m^istersj 
and that his remaining a member of the Com¬ 
mittee might therefore prove an obstacle in the 
way of an amicable agreement. It was for the 
meeting to declare whether they were willing to 
take the chance of an accommodation by naming 
some substitute for Clack, who might be equally 
energetic in their service, and more agreeable ter 
their employers. After a pause, and with evi» 
dent effort, he added, that if the conduct of the 
person in question liad been, in all respects, 
such as tlie Union could approve, it would have 
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gone hard with tlie committee before they would 
have sanctioned his removal from o£Bce ; but, as 
it seemed too evident that tlie cause had received 
injury by his means in ways which he might be 
spared the pain of pointing out, they might con¬ 
sider themselves relieved from the perplexity of 
reconciling consideration for the individual with 
a regard to the interests of tiie body. 

A hubbub ensued ; a strong party of Clack's 
fiends raising shouts on his behalf, while oppos¬ 
ing cries rose on all sides of Down with the 
blusterer! ” “ Who waylaid the carrier ? ” “ He 
is none of us. The Union keeps the laws.*’ 
“ Law and concord! No Clack! ** 

Quiet was restored on Mr, Wentworth’s rising 
to explain that his being present as not to be 
considered as a sign that the masters would yield 
on Clack’s dismissal. He had no authority to 
oondrm any such belief. 

Applause,—and Clack doomed by an over¬ 
whelming majority; whereupon Ins supporters 
made thpir \yay to the waggon, agreed with him 
that the meeting was not worth addressirjg» even 
if ho had been allowed to speak; and carried 
him off on their shoulders to fish for popularity 
in the streets of Manchester, while the meeting 
conducted its affairs as well as it could without 
Iiim, So ended that matter, except tlmt some¬ 
how Clack and his j>arty were forestalled in their 
return into the town, and the walls everywhere 
presented, conspicuous m while chalk, the phrase 
whj^h still rang in their ears, “ Law and Con¬ 
cord! No Clack!” An extraordinary number 
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of little boys too seemed to have taheti the fancy 
to mimick the action of weaving, with, arm aM 
foot, crying at the same time 

Cll^rkitj'', dickify, dack. 

Lay him on his back 1 
Ciickity, cUckity^ dack. 

Away let him j)ack I 

Far more decorous was the meeting in their 
rear, while the queries were dismissed, each id fta 
turn* 

“ The case of Ann Hewlett being admitted 
by all parties to be a hard one, (her contract 
being for wages which would not support her,) 
was lier breach of contrac't sanctioned by the 
Union / ’’ 

Sliouts of No; we would have helped her to 
perform it!” 

“ If this breach of contract had been sanctioned 
by the Union, was it thought lawful revenge for 
the comniiital of Ann Hewlett to waylay the 
carrier and strip his cart?*' 

Groans, and sliouls of “ No revenge ! ** 

Some one near the cart having spoken to 
Allen, he put the question,— 

“ Supposing this attack to have no connexion 
with Ann Hewlett’s affair, does the Union sanc*^ 
tion forcible attempts to prevent work being car*^ 
ried into the country ? ” 

Answer, No, Law and Concord for ever!” 

If the men abide by the law, and the masters 
are found disposed to concord, will the Union bO 
disposed to concession 

Mixed cries, the most distinguishable of which 

was, “ Stick by the Union 1 The Union for ever I ” 
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Mr. Wentworth and Allen exchanged nodd, 
much as to say, “ Ypu see”—“ Yes, I see/* * 

‘ Supposing the Union to he preserved entire, 
are its members disposed to any concession in 
respect of wage^l ? ** 

Cries of “ Equalization! ’* 

“An equalization is, as the Committee knows, 
indispensable ; but the point on which the Com¬ 
mittee has not yet received your instructions is 
whether that equalization may be fixed below 
the higbest rate, uiz., that which Elliott is now 
giving ? ” 

The answers were atTirst hesitating, then con¬ 
fused, so that no one ])rcvailed. 

“ Don’t press for an answer yet/* said Mr. 
Wentworth. “ 1 may tell them something wliicli 
may help their judgments,” 

Way was made for Mr. Wentworth, and he 
presented himself to speak. 

“ Before you put this question to the vote, let 
me just mention a circumstance or two that you 
may not he aware of, from your having been lately 
out of communication with the factories. There 
are few things tliat we hear more of than of the 
changes that all mortal things are liable to; and 
these changes affect the affair we have in hand, 
hke all other affairs. Wc are told that every 
one rises from sleep in the morning a different 
man from him who lay down at night; there 
having been a vviiste and repair of the substance 
of which the bodily man is composed. In the 
same manner, you may find that your strike is a 
different thing to-day from what it was at its 
beginning. Some of its parts have fallen off, 
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atjtl others have been added* 'Whether yotw 
body, having undergone this change, be the 
more vigorous, like a man refreshed by sleeps 
you know bclU r than L But farther, whenev^ 
you return to your work, you may find a factory 
a very different place on re-entering from what 
it was on your leaving it. There has been mu^ 
waste, I fear, without any rejHiir. You know 
what kind of waste I refer to. You have heard 
of large orders which we have been unable to ? 
execute, having been sent to Scotland and elso** 
where. You know tlvat much of our capital, 
which ought by tin's time to be returning to us 
again, has been for many weeks locked up in our 
stocks of raw material. You know tlutt the, ex^ 
pense of keeping on our establishments has not 
been repaid by the production of goods for tlie 
market ; or the cost of maintaining ourselves and 
our fannlies, by the profitable employnient of our 
time and our wits. We Jmve been consuming 
idly, ajid so have you; and thus,,there ,must 
needs liave been, great waste.—And what is it 
which has been thus wasted? The fund which 
is to maintain you ; the fund out of which your 
wages arc paid. Your strike has sdready lasted 
long enough to change our ground of dispute. 
You will find that the question with the masters 
now is, whether fewer of you than before shall be 
employed at the same wages, or fewer still at, 
higher wages, or as many as before at lower wages, 
than you liave yet received. Keep on your strike 
a little longer, and the question will be, lioW.^ 
many less shall be employed^ at how much less. 
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Keep it on long enotugb, and ihe question will 
be entirely settled; there will be no wages for 
anybody. Do you understand me ?’* 

The ajjeakef took snuff while tlie murmur of 
disapprobation went round, and then continued. 

“ I do not suppose, any more than you, that 
we shall come to this pass, because your capital 
muat be exhausted sooner than ours, and then 
you must have bread, and will come to us for 
work before our fund for w'ages is all wasted 
away ; but the nearer you drive us to this point, 
the rhore injury you do yourselves. Let me 
bear your objection, friend/* he continued, to a 
man in the crowd who looked eager to speak. 
“ Where do you think me wrong if You acknow¬ 
ledge that a strike is a bad thing, but sometimes 
necessary to obtain a good one. Refusing 
wages altogether for a time, is to be the means 
of securing better afterwards. Do I understand 
you right ? Why, that would be very true if 
you had the pOwer or were in the habit of keef>- 
ing workmen and wages in proportion to each 
Other. If the masters had inoi*e capital tlian 
Was necessary to pay you all at the rale you 
have liitherto received, you might gain your 
point by a strike, not as you BOinetimes do now, 
just for a little lime till the masters can shake 
themselves free of their engagement,—-but per** 
manenlly. But this is not the case. The mas¬ 
ters* capital does not return enough to pay you 
all at the rate you desire. If they are to keep 
their capital entire, you must either lake less 
wages, or fewer of you must take wages at all. 





m 

If you will all have iUe wages you des^rei 
capital .which pays them wastes away, aud riuu 
approaches. T)us is the worst event that couJ4 
happen, as I am eut® we shall all agree. Your 
alternative, therefore, is to withdraw a portion of 
your people from taking wages, or aiji take 
less than you are striking for» You iaf« §qit 
satisfied yet ? (speaking to the aama 
Well, let me hear. There are places wh^ 
there are no strikes, because the workmen got M 
high wages as they wish for ? Very true; there 
are such places, and London is one; concerning 
which 1 lieard, the otlier dayv a case in point, 

“ The money wages of skilled labour inl^ondon 
were higher from 1771 to 1793 than was ever 
known. They had been raised because prices 
were high. They were afterwards somewhat 
lowered ; but as prices fell in a greater propor¬ 
tion after the war, the real wages of skilled 
labour are at present higher than they had ever 
been. They cannot be lowered while, as at pre¬ 
sent, there is an occasional deficiency of labour, 
since tlie men would strike when most wanted by 
the masters, and the loss thus caused would be 
greater Uum the gain of giving lower wages* In 
London there are two seasons in every year; 
a slack season in wliich many workmen remain 
unemployed; and a busy season in which they 
work overhours, because tliere are not hands 
enough. Now, here, you see, lies their advan¬ 
tage ; in the supply of labour lieing limited. If 
it was tlie case with tlicm, as witli you, that some 

of their class always remained unemployed* the 
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unemployed wmild unSferseli tlie busy, and wages 
would fail. Hien, as here, there would be 
strikes ; and^then, as here, strikes would be of no 
aivaii. Where there are permanently fewer w’ork- 
men than .ar^ wanted, the men hold the power. 
/Wliere i;hero' is tile eitact number that is wanted, 
the power is equal, and the contest fair. Where 
tbfespe are* more than are wanted, even to the 
tent 61 three unetrtploye?d to a hundred, the j>6wer 
is lit Ihd-masters" hands, and strikes must fail. 


Mttkttbfefre not be a larger surplus of unemployed 
labour than this in our neighbourhood, and else- 
where; since wagCshave fallen lob low to enable 
ibe]^ labourer to do more than barely exist ? 


Allen, is there a silk smaii-waro weaver present, 
do you suppose? ‘They have just strude/ I 
find.'* 


Proclamation was made for a silk small-ware 


weaver, and several held up tlieir hands. ‘ In 
answer to questions, theV stated that within two 
years their wages liad been reduced forty-five 
per cent. Two years before, common galloon 
weaving was })aid at the rate of lOd. per 
gross, it was now reduced to U. 4d. per gross ; 
and it was for an addition of 2d, per gross, that 
the men struck : little enough when it is consi¬ 
dered that, in the winter season, a weaver cannot 
average more than twelve gross per week. As 
he has to pay for the hire of ids loom, for wind¬ 
ing, for candle-light, and other expenses belong¬ 
ing to his work, he lias left only about Ss, a week 
for himself and his family. 

“Could so dreadful a reduction have ever 
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talcen place,” continued ^r. Wentvvorji^/** if fsiWll 
had not undersold one another ? Aud how »m 
the masters to help you if you go on increasusf^ 
your numbers and uuUerselling one another, ae if 
your employers could find occupation % miy 
number of millions of you, or could coin tte 
stones under your feet into wages, or h|iead tba 
dust of tjie earth into bread? Thay do what 
they can for you in increasing the capital 
whiclr you are to subsist; and yp\i must do tba 
rest by proportioning your numbers to tire 
of subsistence. But see how the masters are 
met! In Huddersfield the, masters are doing 
their utmost to extend their ^ trade; but the 
multitudes who are to subsist by it increase much 
faster. There are now thirteen thousand work-¬ 
people in that place who toil for twopence half¬ 
penny a day, At Todmorden, the most skilful 
work fourteen hours a day for the pittance of one 
eliilling. In the lair county of Kent there are 
thirty thousand who earn no more than sixpence 
a day. Compare tliis state of things with the 
condition of skilled labour wages in Boudon, 
and see how much depends on the due propor¬ 
tion of labourers, and the capital by which they 
are to be fed. Would you could be convinced 
that your strike, besides occasioning vexation and 
illrwill between the two parties, besides inflieting 
distress upon yourselves, and inconvenience upon 
your employers, cannot but be worse tlian in 
vain!” 

During the last few sentences, several persona 
had been engaged in conference with Bray, who 
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Isatted over a comer of the w%gon to hear what 
they had*lo say. He now came forward and 
placed himself beside Mr, Wentworth, observing 
tliat all tliat had fallen from the gentleman 
seemed pretty true and reasonable as far as it 
went, but that it did not at all explain what 
course the peojile Imd now to pursue. It was 
poor comfort to tell the people ‘that wages could 
not be any higher on account of theif numbers, 
since it was UjCirf; in their power to lessen those 
numbers. 

“ It is not with tlie view of giving present 
comfort/’ replied Mr, Wentworth, “that I repre¬ 
sent what apj)ears to me to be the truth ; for 
alas! there is but little comfort in tlie case any 
way. My object is to prevent yOUt tmvking a 
bad case worse; and, if it were possible, to per¬ 
suade you not to prepare for yOur descendants a 
repetition of the evils under which you are your¬ 
selves suffering. All that you can pow do, is to 
live as you best may upon such wages as the 
’ master® can g'vc, ket^ping up your sense of respec¬ 
tability and your ambition to improve your state 
when better limes shall c()mc. You must watch 
every opportunity of making some little provision 
against tiie fluctuations of our trade, contributing 
your money rather for your mutual relief in hard 
times, than for the support of strikes. You 
must place yo m' children out to different occu¬ 
pations, choosing those whicli are least likely 
to be overstocked; and above all^. you must 
discourage in them the imprudent, early mar¬ 
riages to which are mainly owing the distresses 



wlwch afflict yourselves and those which Mfill for 
some time, 1 fear, oppress your children* You 
ask me what y<m must do* Tliese things are fill 
that I can suggest.” 

But these things, sir, will not guard our 
children any more than ourselves from the fluc¬ 
tuations in trade you speak of.” 

“But they will prevent those fluctuations 
from being so injurious as they now are. The 
lower wages are, the more are such fluctuations 
felt. In India, whore an average day*s wages 
are only thre<;-j)euce, the people live in the 
poorest possible manner,—^^mch as the poorest of 
you have no idea of. Any decrease of wages, 
thejrofore, makes the more weakly of the labourers 
lie down and die. In Ireland, where the average 
is five-pence a day. there is less positive 
stiirvaiion than in India, but more distress on a 
.fall of wages, tlian in England. In England, 
such fluctuations are less felt than in old days, 
when the jieople knew nothing of many things 
whicli you now call necessaries. The better the 
slate of the jjeople, the better able are they to 
stand against the changes to wliich .all trades are 
liable. but tbe worst of it is that we are all too 
little inclined to foresee the effects of these 
changes, and to provide for them; and when we ex¬ 
perience the necessary consequences of a change 
wliicli took })lace twenty years before, we arc apt 
to suppose tlicse consequences arise from soine* 
tiling amiss at llie })rcsent time. When a de« 
maud for any article of manufacture makus 
labour unusually profitable, laboureys pro^die for 
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a great decline of wages in future years, by 
bringing up large families to the same employ¬ 
ment. During many years, that is, while their 
children are growing up, they feel no ill effects, 
and suppose that all is going on right. When a 
decline of wages comes, tliey suppose it happens 
from some new circumstance, and not from their 
own deed in overstocking the labour market. 
Again ; it must he some time before the effects 
of a decline in lessening ihc sitppiy of labour arc 
felt. A part of the population perishes slowly 
from want and misery, and others are made 
prudent in respect of marriage ; but by the 
time these checks are seen to ojjerate, a new 
period of prosperity has arrived, wliich is ascribed 
by the j>cople to accident. It is this impossi¬ 
bility of making the sui)ply of labour suit the 
demand at a moments notice, which makes 
fluctuations in trade so sensibly felt, for good or 
for evil, by tlie labourer. Since lie cannot, as 
you say, Mr. Bray, diminish the numbey of 
workmen when trade is slack, and if he wishes 
his descendants not to be plunged into degrada¬ 
tion by extreme poverty, he will do what in him 
lies to prevent population from increasing faster 
tlian the capital which is to support it.*’ 

Mr. Wentworth was encouraged to pursue his 
argumentative manner of speaking by the atten¬ 
tion of the people near the waggon. Some of 
them had become a little tired of the weekly 
meetings at which their orators had said the 
things over and over again, and w’ere 
pleased to be reasoned with by one whom they 
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esteemed, and to obtain, by these meaEs, a better 
insight into tlieir affairs than was given them by 
leaders who wer'; all of one party. The more the 
present piecting assumed the character of a con¬ 
ference, the more eagerly tlie most thiiihing men 
in the '^rowd pressed towards tlie waggon, atid 
chsored the questions and replies. Those on the 
outskirts, who were more fond “of noise and 
play,' Were at liberty to come and gO as t|fey 
pleased; io listen to Mr. Wentworth, or to 
follow Clack. 

Bray now observed that population most 
itknea^e lapidly indeed, os ft had outstripped the 
increase of capital in the cotton manufacture. Me 
believed so rapid an increase of capital had neVer' 
been knov^ before. To this Mr. Wentworth 
replied by asking of the crowd whether there 
was any one among them who had known Janies 
Hargraves. An old man stept forwards and said 
that lu; was a native of Blackburn, and had been 
accustomed, as a boy, to frequent Hargraves^ 
ivorkshop; that lie remembered seeing the car¬ 
penter busy about bis invention, and his own 
delight at having llic design of the spinning- 
jenny explained to him by the inventor; he saw 
directly how eight threads could be spun instead 
of one, and thought it a very fine thing, and had 
little notion how soon it would be so much im¬ 
proved upon as that a little girl might work one 
hundred, or one hundred and twenty spindles. 
When was this? Why, a few years after the 
old king George began to reign; in 1767, be 
believed* 
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♦‘When that king catne to the throne/’ 
observed Mr. Wentworth, “ the whole value of 
the cotton goods ntanufactured in thia country 
was only 200,000/. a year.’* 

“ There were very few people employed in it 
ihen/ interrupted the old man, We had no 
factories and no towns full of cotton^spinners 
and weavers. My father used to take bis work 
home to liis own cottage, and grow the flax 
that was then used for warp in his own garden, 
and set my mother to card and spin the raw 
cotton for the weft, This, and getting tlm warp 
from Ireland, was the way till Arkwright's spin¬ 
ning frame came into use/’ 

“Then was the time," said Mr. Wentworth, 
“that the people in Cliina and in India had no 
rivals in the market for whatever was made of 
cotton. W'e owe it to these machines, and the 
mule-jenny, and the power-loom tiiat came in 
afterwards, that though wc have to bring our 
cotton from thousands of miles ofl', and though 
tlie wages in India are, as I said, only 3d, a day, 
we liave beaten them in the competition, and can 
carry hack their cotton five tliousaiul miles, made 
into a cheaper fabric than they can alTord. Such 
powers as these must make our capital grow ; 
and the fact is that the colton manulacture is the 
chief business carried on in tlui country, and that 
it has enabled ns to sustain burdens whicli would 
have crushed any other people. Instead of 
200,000/., the annual j^roduce of the manufac¬ 
ture is now more tlian 36,000,000/. We Jiave 
no means of knowing how lew persons were 
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employed sixty years ago; but it is reckohed 
that the mAnufucture now aflbrds subsistence td 
more than 1,400^000 persons. This enormotiA 
population has arisen naturally enough from the 
rise of the manufacture ; but your present con¬ 
dition shows that it has already gone too far; and 
it rests with yourselves to determine whether thd 
evil shall be found to have increased jfifty years 
hence. And now, Allen, you know the reason 
of the clause I added to your query in thd 
arbour.” 

' “ Will our trade go on increasing ?” was the 
next question asked. 

1 hope and trust that it will, as we have got 
the start of our competitors abroad ; but it will 
probably increase at a slower rate; and a suc¬ 
cession of strikes may prove its destruction.” 

Here the speaker abruptly ceasetl, and nothing 
could induce him to say more, lie let himself 
down from the waggon, and quietly made hia 
way through the crov\d, tliinking perhaps tliat 
the people would draw their inferences frOm what 
he had said more freely in Ijis absence. 

Tln^ substance of Mr. Weiitwortli’s argument, 
and csj'ecially the last words he spoke, Iclt Allen 
and Olliers thoughtful. They would not, on the 
impulse of the moment, adviftC a compromise 
witli the masters; hut appointed another general 
meeting for the next day, to take into considera¬ 
tion some matters of imjjortant concern. 

One matter of 'important concern was taken 
into immediate consideration, howevet. As 
soon as Allen had tunmd his back, some mem- 
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bers of the coinntittee recalled the crowd for a few 
minutes, related Ibow Allen had, from time to 
time, refused money in compensation for his 
services, and moved that a suit of clothes should 
be voted to him. This was a present which he 
could not refuse, if given under colour of enabling 
him to appear more respectably as their advo¬ 
cate before the masters, and would serve to 
make a proper distinction between such a sound 
friend to their cause as Allen, and such a frothy 
fellow as Clack. The motion wns carried by 
acclamation ; and as all Allen’s scruples were 
so forestalled as that he could not decline the 
gift, he was, before nightfall, clothed in a suit 
which must mark him out at llio meetings as 
leader of the Union proceedings. 


Chapter X. 

A 

HOPE DECLINING. 

i 

Alas ! what is so fleeting as popularity ! Allen's 
was in great part gone before morning. KSoine 
mischievously disposed persons, who had marked 
what impression had been made on the mind of 
the secretary by Mr. Wentworth's speech, and 
who had afterwards ascertained that he wished 
to propose a con^promise with tlio masters, took 
upon tnemselves to make known that the favourite 
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8bcir)^tal3r'1k'a4 latned ^ 
catlike. A'g^ttOral gathctitig:’ifiout the y 
of all who (^>6^4 "to h^ntyed Wi|; j m 
id ord^T to keep $is ^endii at a diataoce It®’ 
raise a bias wiih "the more efifect 
iident of his reception, A!Ien advanceil mtn a 
smiting countenance, in Older to express, Ha 
tification at the mark of esteem he had 
he was started W A burst of groans And 
For amon^nt helooked about hiih to's^ if (7|a^ 
or any other unpopular person was standing near; 
but signs not to be mistaken convinced him too, 
soon that he was the object ofihe people’s dislike,. 
He coloured scarlet, and was about to cover :hl« , 
face with his hands, but checked liimself, and, < 
by a strong effort, stood it out. Those wlio were 
near him saw how the paf>ers in liis hand shook; 
but his countenance was fixed and his attitude ' 
finn. After many vain attempts to make himself 
heiird, he stripped off his new coat, folded it up 
and placed it in the hands of the committee-men 


near, and sent a messenger home for his working 
dress. Tliis he communicated to the meeting, 
the first moment that they would let him speak. 
He w('ujd not accept any gift from tliosc to 
whom iiis services were no longer acceptable, 
He was ready to resign his office,—an arduous 
office, which tliey no doubt remembered had been 
forced upon ,hini>—as soon as they sTiould direct 
him into whose hands he should deliver his 
papers. In the meanwhile, he would pracee<d 
with their business, forgetful, of all pe^nal Aoiiir,, 
aiderations. 






^^9liyr^t>6 ^|i^l ^|)rdk» ^9%^ 

nMh^ ii.fii|{f Clsck nnd lib fri^dUr In gt^ti 

ftixi 8UeflwiBerfe(^pl^witligridFanii apprBhensiMi 

of llmt conitejijiieii^e^. 

' firBt dca)Boq|p«n<^ liras *tliat nil the diildren 

ttarolUl 'off. .^Ibe iii%4ees were bent m 

liliOging ^ a%iit to a dose aaspreddf ai pos« 

bdng disai^imied Ih hope that 
seen Would iiropose a con)|)^ombe, eztdeiif 
"routed to drive theiifi to it 
.This was thought by somc^ iparents iar ftOm 
beio^ the worst thinu that had hapy^eucd. Midis 
the Committee fahuok tbefe- hcitds over Uiis 
weighty additional item of weekly cliarge, many 
fender motliers ^teokc^d tbeir clnldien’s licads 
and smiled when they wished tiiein ^oy ol their 
holiday, and bade them sleep on in tlie mornings 
Wfihcmt thinking of the factor} belJ, — It was 
soin^ dajs befuie the jlltle thui«s "ot ust>fl to so 
strange a difference fiom their usual mode of 
lifo* Some wouhi shuft up from sound sleep 
With th^i question, “ Father, is it time i'* Sfftrie 
talked in their sleep of Ijeing too late, and went 
0Q to devour their meals hastily, as it their time 
was not their own,-—It would have amused some 
people and made oiliers meianehoiv to w^atch 
the sports of tbase ipwn«bred ehildten. One 
littia girl was seein making a garden :—that is, 
borhftg a hole betwi^n two flints m & yaid with 
a rusty pair of scissors, and inserting therein a 



«hmr •BnuMiwoi. 




1 



ber kdfiD^ ^fmmm ^ 

biNobteii^A^ iij^lf £^t)m'i3lif 

SFk^^ctvotirke'giiiiic 
at ^t6ti-«|iiifH0SrA» a big iNdy 
strutting’ and personating tlio master M^lbr 
with a'iswitck iniib hand being thd 
and the rest spinners or plecers^ <nielif irping 
which cotkld ba the naughtiest and gnt l&e 
thnsats and anoldmg. iVlanf were eatisiad wMb 
lolling otk tbe stikirs of their dwddm^ and 
looking into the streets ail d^y long 4 luin isiany 
imtsed ihew bab^ brothers and aistefs^ sitting on 
Ihe steps cnT leaning against the walls of the stren^t^ 
Hannah Bray, when not abioad with her fath^, 
took pains to stir up her little neighbours to wliat 
S3^ called play. iShe ooaxed l^r father into 
giving thorn a ball, and tried in teadh tlH 
ohHdren id tllBi^ next yaid to play bide and aedk t 
abe often eaid she ^never before sew eneh 
helpless and awkward people. Tliey oenid 4iiot 
ihrow a ball flwe feet froiu them, or fltu^ jil in 
one anothei'^s faces so as to cause compklhits a|td* 
crving-fils* In hidings they always showed |h»Ws- 
selves, or came out too soOn or not soon enough, 
or jostled and threw one another 4n|v|i; and 
they Were tlie wQrst^ranners that oould to 
ceived. Any ctns elf ibm trying to pak}}^|%n« 
'nab looked hkt» addekru|uruki|g«^era| 

Hnnudh beg^*'"wHk at, them 

hut obberviitgt)^ hiW 

Witli tetoiln hhk^yes, abn 
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"fieraelf mth wc«)idermg ia ftilence why sdiue 
children were so unlike others. 

The Affairs of all concerned in the strike looked 

I 

more and more dismal every day. There were 
more brawls in the streets; there was less peace 
at home; for none are so prone to quarrel as 
those who have nothing else to do, and whose 
tempers are at the same time fretted by want. 
All tlie men who were prone to drink now sjient 
hour after hour at the alehouse, and many a 
woman now for the first time took to her “ drop 
of comfortat home. Many a man who had 
hitherto been a helper to his wife and tender to 
his children, began to slam the door behind him, 
after having beaten or shaken the little ones all 
round, and spoken rough words to their trembling 
mother. While she, dashing away her tears, 
looked for something to do, and found one thing 
that she would wash if she had fuel and soap, 
and anotlier that she would mend if she had 
material and cotton.—Now w'^as the time to see 
the young woman, with the babe in her arms, 
pushing at the curtained door of the dram-shop, 
while her husband held it against her,—he saying, 
—“ "Well, I tell you Pm coming in five minutes ; 
I shan’t be five minutes,”—and she plaintively 
replying, Ah, I know, you always say so.”— 
Now was the lime to see the good son pacing 
slowly to the pawnbroker’s to pledge his aged 
mother’s last blanket to buy licr bread. These 
were the days when the important men under the 
three balls civilly declared, or insolently swore, 
that they could and would take no more goods in 
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iQia, atta thw vvas i3so sale fer ^liaft 

tliei»ij©lv(» N«ve|r feefor^had 

they beem m hunaW) pHitioned far loans, 
ru jther shewaig that l4(,r wioier sh^wl or her 
claki s tiock would UH* very ktftlo rooOHr^i a 





were the times for poor hindiordb to look «fterib«n¥ 
rfeyts* and lor lurrd landlords tm prtss fol? Uierp, 
Thweo were l1»e da}S for cloe© stiutiny to bt 
luadc by die l^wiou Coninnt^ee w hether Jinen*|i 
wives were reeliv niid wiietU*x each 

really bad^he number ol «iul4»tn he swpre \0i 
and ibcfrefore, these nero the times when knevni 
fayed to cheat \»h«n honest men were wdfanded 
a( having then word xj^ueBtioued* Now mm ilu> 
famo wlnn> weak mrmiod men thought tbentadw 
worffi ofl than Uts nnigbbonr. Many land^ 
db were prx>nounced the hardest that m&t 
owned tvfo paltry i^Donm; nwty m ajipKcanl 
was tertam 4ie committee bad been aft>* ^againtst 
hnn by some sneaking t'namy. In 
it waa alluwech bon ever, Qiat the mieakera %d 
the most tp bear. Hare, for one, was tn ^vs 
depth of diftlross. OpposiUon waa ipade,^ men^h 
after week, to bis having any xeftef frigan £ho 
oonimittfe Wcduse Tie w as wt a hearty meptber 
pf tlic Ubiop I and ou one oooasi«% yrlicn bet bad 
with the utmost difticmlty o>tabed an aifaip^lnlr 
Img for hta lypg-in wiff, npdkad feH^ 
plea iliat was d«miH»d for real,, be fotpad 
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retuming^ home that hb landlord had aefii in Ihe 
dQicers during his absence^ n^ho had talten away 
all the little he possessed, but the mattress on 
which his wife lay. It was laM on the door, 
the bedstead being gone; and the children and 
their mother were left crying within four bare 
walls.—Allen, to whose knowledge this, hard 
case was brought, could do little to relieve it; 
but he almost succeeited in convincing his ner¬ 
vous wife that their own suflbrings were liglit in 
comparison. Vet they had many })ainful saqri- 
dces to make,—the more painful to Allen because 
his wife was not convinced that they were 
sary. She urged that he niight now ask for 
some of the money the Committee had formerly 
offered him, since liis services had not been 
repaid even in empty goorl-will, to the degree 
that he deserved. It was bis duty, she thought, 
to demand more than theftconimon weelsly allowjr 
ance; and the least he oould do for his children 
was to take the suit of clothes back again which 
be had thrown away in a pet. Failing in her 
Arguments, ^jhe had recourse to two measures,— 
one of action and the other of persuasion.. She 
wqnt secretly to the Committee and asked in her 
husband’s name for the clothes, which she sold 
on her way home, trying to persuade herself 
that she was only doing a mother’s duty in pro¬ 
viding her children with bread; and then she 
assailed her husband on the subject of taking 
work at the masters' prices. She knew that he 
now wished for a compromise and thought the 
strike had been continued too long, and she 
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liquid nt>t <866 wliy Ke wm tound to wait tiU the 
tJiiion ideWed tlieiciaUer ad he did. She thoo^t 
it very cruel to talk of honour, ami Very abaurd to 
plead dirty, when he hnew that his family were 
in want, and could not deny that it was not by 
his own choice that he had fUkd so conspicuous 
a station, ft made Allen very miserable to hear 
iier talk in this manner, sobbing^ between alm^ 
every word she said; especially when iitUc 
looked wistfully from one Xo the other, not undef^ 
standing tile grounds of the dispute, but hopiii^ 
that it would end in father’s leaving off walhiug 
about the room in that manner, and m mother^s 
stopping her sobs, and in tiicre being somellung 
better than those nasty potatoes for ,dinner. 
Onc^e or twice she tried to make her bullfinch 
sing so loud that they could not hear one another 
speak; but this did n ot do, for her m other twitched 
off her apron and ffung it over the cage, so tlt^ 
the poor bird cowered down in a corfi^er for the 
whole day afterwards. 

" One morning when Allen bad persuaded his 
wife that he was immovable, and that the best 
thing she could do was to go out and buy some 
potatoes wdth what money they had^ he capie 
and leaned over tlie table to see Martha feed her 
bird. 

You are as fond of that bird as ever^ 

r- 

Martha," ■ , . ’ ' v^' ' ' 

Yea,—and I have so much time to jteaeh 
him things now." ’ 

Bad you ratlin play with him or banal the 
factory aU clay ^ ^ \ 

I don’t know. My Imees are so much better 






ii«^li<3Mly:; hut mcitlfter Im goilii 4rf^a!W®ly ^ 
ani, father, we are ail so tire4 
dotti know how to eat tlifm/’,; .4' , 

“ Poor child! I wish vvo cottldgife you |i:tryt 


thing better. But, MartUai do you think you 
could bear to stay at home without Billy ^ 
Martha's countenance fell. . , “ 


;v‘^ ¥cm,aee, my dear ohiU, wa'bayo sold' 
almost everything w©.have; and when we ean^ 
soateely get food for ourselves, it does not seem 
to me right to keep animals to fecd^ l^his waa 
#hy I sold the dog so many weeks ago.’’ - 

But, father, it is only just a halfpenny now 
oikI d^en. Mother lias always found 

pcnhy Ww and then for Billy.” . . . 

^ 4 halfpenny is as'n?uuh to us now^ child^ as 
a-guinea is to some people y besides, we tmlht 
get money by Billy. ^ Ah} 1 knew it wo^M 
iiiik0'yOu.<iTy4o say bo.^ 

And he lefkher and wklked abouttlie room iv*‘ 
the way winch it always Aightenod Martha to 
see.. She eobhed out a few Wordia, ' 


f oaa*t*^I can^H* help crying, father, hut I 

wish yoti would take Billy and 


“ Listen to me, my dear cldld,!! said Allen, sit*^ 
Mitg down by her, and putting his ami remnd her 
-'“ •Yoa weta always a/very »gd6<l, little 
. giti^ia working iadustriouily aalottg m you had 
worte. Now you canuot sCarn iwoney 
lagy^but you Can get by^gi^f 'tip your 
bki' Now, you know J alwayp' triea^to make 
you as comfortable as 1 cpuld when you earned 
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money^vand I you, that I will doihe 

if you will Jet me sell your bird. The very first 
money tiiat I ean properly spare, when better 
days come, shall go to buy you a bird, and thia 
very bird if we can get it back again.*’ 

Martlia thanked him, and said the bird should 
go for certain ; but if this very bird could not be 
got back again, she would rather have a triangle 
like Hannah's, and then, she thought, they might 
ail grow rich. Allen smiled and said tliey would 
sec about tiiat, when the time came; in the 
meanwhile, if Billy was to go, the sooner the 
better, and all the more as she had just cleaned 
the cage: and he took his fiat. 

Martha struggled with her tears, and asked if 
she might go too. Her father thought she had 
better not; but she said nobody could make 
Billy sing all his songs so well as herself; so her 
father kissed her, and let her follow him down 
stairs, asking Field's wife, who happened to be 
in good humour, to have an eye to the children 
till their mother came home. 

It was a sad trial to Martha to hear the bird» 
fancier speak slightingly of her pet, and remark 
that the cage was very snabby. She had a great 
mind at first to make Billy seem dull, which she 
knew how to do; but remembering that this 
would punish nobody but her father, she put 
away the evil thought, and made Billy sing liis 
best songs in his clearest tone. The bargain 
was made ; her father bade the bird-fancier pay 
the money into her hand, and whispered 
wished he Imd anything which would sell for so 




axusfe mo^ turned wund. l^e man was twirling 
thi^ pa^ in a business-like inaimer^ between Ixia 

once n|Qrcr' cried Martba, cun** 
i^ing back. X)ncc uibr 0 Billy, flutt^md at tlie 
i^ht of. lier, and put out beak iptweeu the 
wirt*9 to meet her lips ; and then slie w6ut away 
wHUoui looking back any more. Bvery day for 
Jho nnxt fortnight, however, little Martha lin*- 
gerfd about the bud-fancier’s door, doing all blic 
could without being observed, to sot iiilly sing¬ 
ing- One day she was remarked by ber parents 
to he very sileuL; and after that she went out 
less. She had missed Billy, though hia empty 
cage still hung in the sliop; aud having made 
bold to ask, had found that ho was sold lo^ a 
country customer; really gone for ever. This 
hqpo destroyed, Martha tticd to comfort harsalfy 
9 ^ she had proposed, with vihiemB of a triangle. 


^ CUA.1»T«R XL 

S'iWAL DBtIBEHATlON. 

Tpt spirits of the |>eopU ware suuk^ not only by 
povarty* btft by ra more hi tier di^ppomtinmit 
had'attend^ any former strike^ ^ '^e Com^ 
biaa^knt Laws having forraerly been tlie groat 
object of dread and hatred, it hud baim^oa hastily 

•uppossd that the repeal of these laws would 





give iirt'tbat Vae ivLpr^a« tSi i^epeel 

<mJy left tlie people free to niAketlie best bei^aiiPl 
tbfiy'^iyo^tf for tUfiif It^bour, willjoul iteliavinjg etby 
lhihg*4b tW vvjwf the grounds of the bargaSo* 
Tlie repeal could not increase the supply of 
capital, or diniinihii the supply of labour; it cpuld 
not therefore alTcct the rate of wages. 

One more event tvas looked to with hope; tba 
arrival of the delegates who Iiad tfaviSilkdii tn 
search of support. . Tliey had remitted inoney id 
tiicy liad received it, and the remittances* had 
falU’ii off inuch of late; but it was fetllj lujficd' 
that the messengers might bring etmh at^ur-^ 
anc**s of sytnprtthv and sujiporf, as might justify 
the peojtlc in iioldiug out a little longer. TbcSC 
mcn^ who returned neaily all at tbe same time, 
were met sonn* miles out on tbe road, greeted 
with (dicers, cnmed to ilie l\>Tnniiitee-iootn, and 
with (lifFicuity left alone wall the Committee to 
tell tlicir busine.ss. 

These; men brougiil advice and intelligence so 
various, as might lia\e ])(TplCxcd tbe most die- 
ceniing and prudent of all mnnagm of publio 
alfaii-v. There were; exIioHutions from some 
place'- to hold emt to the \ery last shilling; and 
iron) others to retreat, whih; retreat could be 
managed with honour. Some distant friend^ 
gave them ft kindly Warning to look tbr no mor^ 
contributions from tliat quarter; atid otht^ra 
were Sony to send so little at pn^sent^ but hoped 
to raise sucli and ^tch gums before they shouid" 
be mut*h wanted. Some sent word tlmt 
always been a bad case which they cotild 
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in con science support, while so many, miwre pro^ 
mising, needed lielp ; others declared that if evejf 
there was a righteous cause, this was it, and tliat 
they should brand with tlie name of traitor the 
first who quailed. While the members of the 
committee sighed and inquired of one another 
what they were to think ol such opposite advice, 
and each delegate was vehement in urging the 
superior value of that which he brought, Allen 
proposed that they should abide by the advice 
of the London delegates, wlio had been in com* 
munication with persons who understood more of 
the matter in hand, tlian any who occupied a less 
central situation. All agreed to this, and the 
consideration of tlie matter was deferred till the 
next morning, when the delegates were expected 
to have arrived from London. 

Every member of the committee was in bis 
place the next morning, and the expected mes¬ 
sengers appeared at the foot of the tal)lc, and 
delivered in their report, wdiicli was brief enough. 
TJieir Londr'u friends believed their strike to be 
in a hope!e.ss condition, and advised their makii^g 
the host terms they could witli their masters, 
without any furtlier waste of time and capital, 
Mot that all combinations were disa])})roved of by 
llieir London advisers; there were cases in wdiicli 
such union was highly desirable, cases of especial 
grievance from multiplication of ajiprentices, or 
from unfair methods of measuring work, or from 
gross inequality of w’^ages, but for a general 
and permanent rise of wages, no strike could 
ultimately prevail, wliere lliere .was a permanent 
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proportion of ^nH«nipIoyo9 labbur in the market, 
A proportion of three per cent of unemployed 
labbur must dbstrot their chance against 
inastcrs. ' r- ^ • >. ' 


“Just what Wentworth told us,’* observed a 
committee-mati. “ Pray did you inquire whether 
it is possible to get a rate of wages settled by 

lavvr 


“ Of course, as we were instructed so to do ; 
and the answer is what you probably eJtpect,—^that 
unless the law could determine the amount of 
capital, and the suj»ply of labour, it cannot regu¬ 
late wages* The law might as well order how 
much beef every man shall eat for his daily 
dinner, without having any power to supply 
cattle. If there he not cattle enough, men can* 
not have law beef. If there be not capital 
enough, men cannot have law wages.’' 

“ Besides,*’ observed the otlier delegate, 
“ wages-hws involve the same absurdity as the 
combination laws we are so glad to have got 
rid oi. Every man who is not a slave has a 
right to ask a price for his labour; and if one 
man has this right, so have fifty or fifty thousand. 
What is an innocent act in itself, cannot be made 
guilt by being done by numbers; and if Govern¬ 
ment treats it as guilt, Government treats those 
who do it as slaves. Government then interferes 
where it has no business. This was the argu¬ 
ment in the case of the combination law s, and it 
holds in this case too; Government is neither 
buyer nor seller, and has nothing to do with the 
bargain ; and having nothing to do wdth it, could 





tteifher jmss a Iftdfr deforceit 

wlitwi jpaRsetl, any mofe tti?ui in Hie case ^t)f the 
cDinbin&iioii lawa^ which w6 knh# to hiive 
been unjust^anvl perpetually cvatled.**^ 

Asi it was now clear that the ttirn-out must 
come to a speeJly end, the commftteHS ’^dccMert to 
v^'astc no more time in discussion, lAit to procfced 
to immediate action, Allen begged to produce 
the accounts, which were bahmeed dp to the pte- 
sent day, the Sight of nliich would, he 
thought, fjurcken Iheir uetcrminatnon to let srtl get 
work who could, lie hnd for tome tiine found 
it di/Ticult lo get a hearing on tlie subject of the 
accounts, as his brethren wcie bent on iioldrng 
out, and would listen to jnollung nhich opposed 
their wishes, but they Were nOu conipl^cly 
roused. llou iiuidi hav( uelcftT was their 
first qu(“-tion 

** Lett !” exclaimed Allen. “ You know I 
have boon telling you for this fortnight past that 
we are deficient 70/, without reckoning the bills 
for advcrtise.iientB, wiiidi had not then come in, 
and which. I am puuy to sa), swell the amount 
considerably.” 

Tins declaration w^aft icceived with murmurs, 
and on tin* part of some, with loud declarations 
that there must have been mistake 6x bad 
management. 

Alien passed his hand over his forehead, wltfle 
ondunijg the bitter pang cansod by tins Outcry ; 
but be rccovercHi himself instantly. 

There are the accounts,** he said. “ See for 
^P^vrsolves trhetber there has been any mistake, 



md bring h<wa» to w, if youwa, yoj^ljrohiij'gft cif 

bad tnanagemont^ You |tress(ri theja£»k ^ 9 ^ 
me in the fiyet luit^ee aeaid&t Day WW f 
referred it to ir^y 4 iainte 9 «i$^dneMB lo ^ 7 p$»ame 
wbeti^ fearfng that I hi4 ioet tbe coohden^ of 
4h» poOfde, I would kave resigned it. At your 
4^aU# 1 .hayo done tny be&|^ aud-^tliie is |tiy 
reward, 

There was a cry of ** Shame, eliatne 1'* a^d two 
or three fnends rose in turn to s^y for Alleti 
what ho w'as too modest to say for himself; Aat 
the imihankfu] ofHce had been repeatedly forced 
«l>oti him, because tliere was no other man who 
couid discharge it pO woA; timt he had never 
been detected ]n a mistake^ never found in the 
rear of his buBiness^ never accepting fee t>r re* 
ward, never-~ 

This eulogium w*as inten^upted by objections. 
Me /kad erred hr involving the Union with thi 
editor of a ne\yspaper, who now unexpectedly 
brought ^n enormous charge for the insertion of 
notices, intelUgcnCe, &c,, which it had been stip** 

posed he was glad to print gratuitously. AlJeii 
Aad also claimed fee and reward in a way witieb, 
to say the best ot it, was shabby. 

Alkti c^iuiiy related the facts of the transa^^ 
tion with iho editor, leaving it to his judges to 
decide whether the misunderstanding arose from 
carelessness on hia part, or from somo other 
cause, As to the»other cliwge, what f^e or 
reward had he taken ? 

“The ok>thes, tlie clothesT* Was the cry. 

“ To send for them privately to sell, after pre* 

M 2 
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tending to give them back in tfje face of ibe 
people. Fie I Shabby!” 

Allen looked on his tliread-bare dress with a 
smile, supposing this a mistake which a moment 
would clear up. He went to the press bekmglng 
to the committee, where the clothes had been 
deposited, and flung open the doors. He looked 
very naturally surprised at tlieir having disap¬ 
peared, and turned round with an open counte¬ 
nance to sav, 

I see how it is. Some dishonest person 
has used my name to obtain possession of the 
clotlies. 1 give you my word of honour tliat I 
have never seen the clothes, or known that 
tliey were not here, since the liour that I gave 
them back in the face of the people/^ 

All believed him, and some had consideration 
enough to command silence by gesture; but 
before it could take effect, the fact was out, that 
Allen’s own wife W'as the “ dishonest person.” 
While he silently walked to the window, and 
there hid his face in his hands, his friends called 
on business wliich attracted attention from him. 
It was pay-day, and what was to be done / 
What funds Avere in band ? 

Allen returned to his seat to answer this 
question; and, as all were just now disposed to 
do as he pleased, he carried his point ofhonesty, 
and obtained authority to lessen the allowance 
one-half, and give advice to every applicant 
to attend the afternoon meeting for the purpose 
of voting for the dissolution of the strike. 

Of these applicants, some were glad, and some 
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ttowry to arfvio^ «f t^i* iwij^ 

naasler; but tlieiro w^attiaaL^i 

^bout tUie racluctioiii lai die «llp|R;»]necii. 
Borne «ame ci^xnoDrftl, 

wept^f in rei^igiiati^n; but ^U felt 

it a gr^t Iwmhip, and wondered vibat tQ 
becofne of daen eiil^r way, if i4 was tme« ns 
Wenlword) iiad said, that tbe Wctges iuM of fbe 
Bfiastm aa4 tlia Umoo-fuod "Osf ifeiie 
wasting away together. Some uetj .ready wl|| 
t^ad news ior Allen in leturu for loat ke 

Ojfored to them. 

“ You will be worst off, iffier all, Allpp ; for 
iheie 4s oot a masicr that v\Ul give you 

Did you keai, AUoUi wlntt ijlUutt said abotu 
you t I|e bopc^ you will go to Inra for wpi^, 

be bmvo iUo pieai.ttre of refosilttg you ” 

V Mortimer has got a pomko out of«Ids 
iTOwardly partner, that be will not let you set fool 
on tbg premises^ AUeUjt on account of tko 
you li<ive taken,*’ 

“ They say, Allen# that you are a mafkc'd man 
in Munehc&ter^ and ibst no master in any iritde 
will take you m among bis men. Wliat do you 
think of (lornj;, I Wonder t” 

This question Alfou could not have auawi^rcd 
if he liad wished it. It waa agam put to him hv 
his wife, vvlio waited for hifo in the sfroei fo te|l 
him tlgrougii her tears all the evilrbodmgs wbfoli 
a sucofsefoti of Jloh’s eonifortfiu*s had b^en pour^ 
ii^ into hei ears aince.tlie news of tbe|»^babfo 
dissolution' of the strike had got wind. ** What 

M S_ , 
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you thinls of doing, 1 imtder was atifi^be 
bur^n of bel^ wail. - . 

** Do you know that mm ?” replied bier hus¬ 
band, pointing to a wasted and decrepit man 
who was selling matches; that man was^once 
^ a well-paid spinner. ' He lost his health in bis 
employment, and now, at forty years of age, is 
selling matches from door to door. He has 
^submitted to God^s will. I too will submit to 
sell matches^ if it be God’s will that I should 
lose my good name as innocently as that man 
Las lost his lieallh/' 

** I told you how it would be. I told you——” 
cri^ Mary. 

I too foresaw it, Mary, and prepared myself 
for much ;“but not for all.” 

He reproached her no further for the injtHry 
she had done to his good name than by declaring 
his unalterable will that not an article should be 
purcliased by her beyond a bare supply of daily 
food till the clothes were bought back again and 
restored to the Committee, or their full value, if 
they could not be recovered. 


CHAUTEtt XU. 

I ’ 

HOPE EXTINCT. 

TMtae had been a lingering hope among some 
who would fain have stood out Conger, that tins 
day’s post would liave brought the wherewithal 




struggle. The wiser ones had resolved tbjrt, not 
even thfe receipt of should sl>ake, th^it <}«- 
teirnunation to retutii to ^work; hu^ tibkeie w^. po 
question about the matter, for no money name.—- 
Apfodigious amount of business was Ane in 
the few hours preceding the fmal meeting. The 
masters met and settled that tliey would W 
more tliau the medium wages,—Uiat is, the rate 
given by Wentworth; Elliott carelessly consenting 
to lower Ms, and Mortimer being with difficulty 
pei'suaded to raise his. Howe was consulted only 
as a matter of form, and the other jfirms had to 
make slight diil’erences or none at aJL Th^ 
agreed to yield the point of their men belonging 
to the Union, since it appeared vain to contest it 
while of importance, and needless when not' so. 
—^The men settled that they must toya 

medium rate of wages, and make whattlieyootdd 
of having obtained an equali^tion, such as it wi^ 
and of being penftiiited to aflbcre to the Union. 
—Clack agitated for his own private interest,— 
to get Jjimself appointed to some salaried office 
in tlie Union, as he was no more likely to obtain 
employment from the masters than Allen.—So 
much was settled beforehand as to leave little to 
be done at the meeting hut to make a public de¬ 
claration of agreement 

With dark countenances and lagging steps the 
people came,—not in proud procession, wkh 
banners and music and a soldier-like march,. bu^ 
in small parties or singly, dropping into the track 
from by-streets and lanes, and looking a^ if they 




fiuU^ti^n. JKierey^s Jaygfift? j*ropoi'tip% Jbj^ii 

Usoal of women cry ing babies ibar, 

m ^ie ycmaet) liad heaU'^alJ^ j4ong qppm^ed ij^ 
fetrike, tlifcy were sensible of a feelingof ibotirnfui 
triumph in seeing it dissolved, Bray was pre-^ 
tent, wkliont his' pipe and his bells, foB this was 
iKi time for lively music; but he carried his drum 
tm bj^'^ieed ns « signal for silence if tW ^ethers 
, t^hould fl^id any difficulty in obuining a hearing; 
Ho heat a rorll bt^tween each projiot^itioja sub* 
naitted and agreed to; and thus did his, last 
aervied to the turn-out he had ^watched itt 
ooThmeneement. 

Proposed:—That as ilic masters are repre** 
tented to be kiclined to concession, the men sltali 
do, thefc part towards promoting 

agroeing to -litke such sand 
4ph& ]it?atc of wages, provided tliat the toasters 
pty iiU iilikey and that jtho mop bo, not clisturbcd 
in ilieir peaceaWe adherence to |he Union.-r** 
Agreed; ' - 

Proponed ;“That the men sliail tet apart a 
portion of their, weekly.earnings, aa.soon as able 
to do 60 ^ and in proportion lo the size of their 
fbmUbs, in order to liquidate the debt irveorred 
on account of the strike dow about to be closed; 

It ’ 

•—Murmurs, . . % ; 

Ailen came forward to state the gross 4Simount 
subscriptions and expenses, inti^Kiating Oiat 
fci? accolint-books would he^ left 4t the Com- 
mikee'Tooin for one moqth, open to inspect 
1i®lt i&f all who coiiW prove ihemseives to belong 
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to tfic Unioij. It wouid^be seen thi^ngb what 
imavoidable circumstances a, debt had beeii/.;ia^ 
cuited, and hov^^ essential it was to the faonotiar 
of tim bod 3 rHli«tt it should be liquidated as sooft 
asposHible. 

No reasonable exception could be made to any 
of the items of expenditure. The people could 
only wonder that there should be such crowds of 
children to receive pay, so many lyingdn women 
to be relieved, so many sick persons to be aided^ 
and so much to pay for printing and advertising. 
They could not deny that tlie expenses of the 
Committee had been very small. 

This explanation finished, Allen’s part was 
done. He had neither faults of his own nor 
favours of theirs to acknowledge. He spoke 
not of himself, but, when he bad rendered his 
account, gravely made his bow and retired. 

Clack then came forward, and, supported by 
a powerful party of friends near the wag^n^ 
succeeded in obtaining the public ear. With 
more success than delicacy, he enlarged upon his 
public services, pleaded his betrothment to one 
who was now suffering under tlie persecution of 
the masters, as a title to their support, as well as 
the certainty that he should not again be em** 
ployed by any firm in Manchester. He declared 
that were it only through zeal for their rights* 
he would marry Ann Hewlett as soon as she 
came out of prison- 

** If she will have you,” cried somebody; and 
the crowd laughed. 

Clack repeated his declaration without noticing 
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mpreow decWc*iJ bl» wtltingimei 
f^EJ iwt© ii^ery,/Kiuri^,iiiJ'Eit^knA* 

of.tbb .pnion. Setei^^ted 
^nexl^rln all poiliti^^i^ 

wisdom tlierc ^yotild bti m itj^plojribg biniW 

^ teksioiwy of t^e tliiion/iii prejmtki<m W 

ftxttir^ strqggleT—This wont Vikgt^ 

too far in impudence, or Clack might, pOrlxap^, 

have gained his object; f^r he seemed to have 

leoovered his hold on the people in proportion as 

that of better men had been weakened. A plain 

Statement from the Committee that, as they wW 

iii debt, they had no power at present to appoint 

W missionary^ sei-ved, however, to disappoint 

Ckck'a hopes. He skilfully laid hold of tlie 

words ** at present,'’ and left it axx understood 

matter between himself and tlie j^eoplo that the 

oilice was to be his by and bv, 

*1 

V ; Within half an hour, not a trite® of theineeting 
wast left but the trampled grass and the cmpiy 
Waggon. The people seemed lA try who could 
flee tlic fastest, <tome to obtain the first access to 
the masters, some to get out of sight of, a scene 
which had become disagreeable, and some few to 
talk big at the Spread-Eagle of what might have 
happened if this cowardly Committee would but 
have stood out a little longer. 

Alienas steps were dire'jcfccd to Mr. WentwortVs 
counting-house. “ 1 will ask work of Idnr and 
of him only, in this line,’* thought, he. “ If I 
fall, I must take to some other ocoupation. 
They can hardly be all shut against an honest 

man/* 
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’>‘<1 m^mj ft>r Milfenii* 

►woflh’<i^ply when, with some'djffitmhy, Alleft 
bad jfnaiJb bis ^ay tbrottijfli a c*toi«^8 of j^opie liti 
line ssrtbe etrmvi Witlj biniself, “ But you shall 
pronounce iipoli the case yourself, I Cart ajuploy 
novr only two-thirds of the number who Idrn^d 
out from me. Of these, at least half Jeffc m0 
unwillingly, and have therefore the fti'st title td 
employment; and the rt*bt have worked'for ufr’* 
firm for many ^ears. At the: best, I must refuA 
matty whose services I should be glad to keep,} 
judg* then wlicthcr I can lake on a .stranger, be 

lie v%ho lie niav.” 

0 

Allen bowed and had no more to sa)>\ 

“ It the firm a on worked under cannot take 


* 

you on, I tear \ou liave lilth* < haucu, Allen; for 
all arc circuinstantcd like nAscdf’, J believe,'^ 
Allen shook h s head, and would trespass no 
longer on Mr. WcntwoUl/s time. 

In the flrcot he met Bras. wd’O was looking 
for him to say fuiewel), while Hannali was doing 
the same to little Martlia. Where were they 
going, and wdiy yo soon ? 

'FIkuo was nothing to stay for now, Bray 
thoupld ; for he had no liking to sec honest niert 
stand idle m the lahoiiv-itiaikrt, except by theit 
own clioice, C hoice made the entire difference 
iu the case. As for where he was going,—he 
and Hannah must find out where people were 
most iond of street mu«ic and dancing, and 
Would pay tlic best for it. And tiiis put hmi in 
mind of what he IkuI to sav- Ho was as much 
obliged as Hanimli herself, and more, by tlie 
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liospitaliiy with w^luch she had heen received at j 
Allen’a hou^e; but his friend could l^iot sappose|| 
he meant his daugliter to be any charge upon the 
family in times like these. On this account^ and 
for old friendship’s sake, and from the sympathy 
which one proscribed man should feel for another, 
he hoped Allen would do him the favour to 
pocket this little bit of paper and say no more 
about it—Allen agreed so far as to defer saying' 
much about it till better times should come. He 
only just told Bray that the bank note was most 
acceptable at present for a very particular purpose, 
wrung his friend’s hand, and ran home to fetch 
liis wife, that the suit of clothes might be rebougiit 
without loss of time. Tliey proved a dear bar¬ 
gain ; but Uiat was a secondary consideration, 
poor as Allen was. He went to rest that night, ■ 
satisfied that his honour was ivideenied, and that 
his wife would scarcely venture to put it in pawn ' 
again. ' 

His wife said to herself that she had no idea 
he could have !>ecn so stern as he was all this 
day; she scarc^ely knew him for William Allen, 
—Many peoph' made the same observation ^ 
from this time forward. His sternness only 
appeared when matters of lionour were m (jucstiou, 
and no one who knew by what means he had 
been made jealous on this point wondered at the 
tone of decision in which a once meek and timid 
man could speak. But tliere were other circum¬ 
stances which made them scarcely able to believe 
him the same William Allen. He no longer 
touched his liat to the masters, or appeared to 
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r \they He 

the Sfsnr^^j^gleto hear dr l 41 ^ mwe, m 
VO take patt in coostdtaiione on the a^airs of the 
woHoxjen of Manche$tet„ thuunh he was evee 
ready to give hm advice with freedom and mild-* 
nees wheu called trpon. He stated that be waa 
a friend to iheir inimests, and therefore anxioa% 
to avoid iCkjttnng tli6m by being one of hiAft 4 
He wOttM not even vepreaent hla tlnldwn, tvh4 
grevr up one after another to be employed in th# 
f^torietf wlple their father toiled in the atreete 
with bia water^rt in summer and hie broom itl* 
winter; enduring to he pointed out to 6lranger$ 
aR the leader of an unsueecs^ful strike, as Jong as 
hts family were not included with Inmseff in the 
Bcntence of proseription* 

When will it be understood by all that it 
with all to bring about a time when opjiosition 
•f interests slmll cease? When will Blasters 
and men work cheerfully together for tlwdr oom* 
jaon goodie respect instead of proicHbing each 
uchert and be equal!v proud to have such men as 
W'eni^rth and William Alien of their fellow- 


' Summdtp [of Principles illustrated in this | 
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CoMMODTTfiss, being produced by capital and 
, labour, are the joint property of the capitalist and 
labourer. 

The capitalist pays in advance to the labourers 
" their share of the commodity, and thus becomes 
its sole owner. 

The portion thus paid is Wages. 

Beal Wages are the articles of use and con¬ 
sumption that the labourer receives in return for 
his labour. 

Nominal "Wages are the portion he receives 
of these things reckoned in money. 

The fund from which wages are paid in any 
country consists of the articles required for the 
use and consumption of labourers which that 
country contains. 

The proportion of this fund received by 

INDIVIDUALS MUST MAINLY DEPEND ON THE NUM¬ 
BER AMONG WHOM THE FUND IS DIVIDED. 

The rate of wages in any country depends, 
therefore, not on the wealth which that country 
contains, but op the proportion between its capital 
and its population. 

As population has a tendency to increase 
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.faster than capital, wages can be prevented from 
ffailing to the lowest point only by adjusting the 
proportion of population to capital. 

The lowest point to which wages can be per¬ 
manently reduced is that which affords a biire 
subsistence to the labourer. 

Tile highest point to winch wages cart^be pey^ 
mancntly raised is that which leaves to the capi* 
talistjust profit enough to make it worth his 
while to invest his capital. 

The variations of tlie rate of wages between 

these extreme points depending mainly on the 

supply of labour offered to the capitalist, the rate 

of wages is mainly determined by the sellers, not 

the buyers of labour. 

¥ 

Combinations of labourers against capitalists 
(whatever other effects they may have) cannot 
secure a permanent rise of wages unless the 
supply of labour falls short of the demandin 
which case, strikes are usually unnecessary. 

Nothing can permanently affect the rate of 
wages which does not affect the proportion of 
pojnilation to capital. 

Legislative interference doM not affect this 
proportion, and is therefore useless. 

Strikes affect it only by wasting capital, and 
are therefore worse than useless. 

Combinations may avail or not, according to 
the reasonableness of their objects. 

Whether reasonable or not, combinations are 
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not 8 u%j^U £>r Jeglslativ# ftitorfereitee} Ibft ^ Inw 
having no oogniaanoa of thair oauaea* 

Disturbance of the peace being otherwJsfe pro¬ 
vided agatinst, combinations are wisely therefore 
now left unregarded by the law. 

Tlie condition of labourers may be best im¬ 
proved, 7 *- 

Jet. Byinventions and diseoveries which create 
dapital. 

2 d. By husbanding instead of wasting capital: 
-^fot instance, by making savings instead of 
supporting strikes. 

3d. BV AOJlirsTINO TUB PaoPOHTlON Of POPU- 
tATXON TO CAPITAL. 
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